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SITTINGBOUKNE  AND  MILTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Offices, 
Johnson  House, 
Burley  Road, 
SITTING  BOURNE, 


Kent  • 


October,  1965* 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Urban  District  for  1964* 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  mid-Year  population  of  the  district 
at  25 >480  being  an  increase  of  JQO  on  the  previous  Year. 

The  births  (502)  are  again  the  highest  recorded  since  1950,  except  for  1947* 
The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  of  20.09  and  10.4  respectively  are  to  be 
compared  with  18.4  and  11.5  for  England  and  Wales.  It  is  worth  noticing  that  of 
357  deaths,  184  occurred  in  persons  over  75  years  of  age. 

There  were  eleven  infant  deaths  giving  an  infant  mortality  of  21.9*  A  wide 
variation  on  this  figure  should  be  expected  from  year  to  year  because  the 
statistics  deal  with  a  relatively  small  population.  The  infant  mortality  for 
England  and  Wales  was  20.0  once  again  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

One  maternal  death  was  notified  during  the  Year  in  a  vroman  of  19  years,  who 
died  from  complications  associated  with  pregnancy. 

An  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  principally  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  Year 
and  out  of  1,163  notifications  of  infectious  diseases.  Measles  accounted  for  1,134» 
The  disease  was  relatively  mild  v/ith  no  deaths. 

It  is  worthy  #1  note  that  no  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  have  been  notified  since 
i960,  and  one  would  like  to  believe  that  this  is  a  result  of  the  intensive 
propaganda  put  in  by  your  Health  Inspectors  in  oantdens  and  other  places  mass 
production  of  food. 
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Slum  clearance  procedure  and  other  methods  of  dealing  with  unfit  houses  has 
proceeded  steadily  throughout  the  Year,  and  with  existing  housing  standards  now 
it  is  possible  to  foresee  a  time  when  all  such  properties  will  have  been  dealt 
with,  5 >122  houses  out  of  a  total  of  8,515  in  the  Urban  District  have  been  built 
since  1945*  Improvement  grant  schemes  have  been  completed  in  respect  of  315  houses 
since  1955>  bringing  up  the  standard  of  amenities  in  such  properties,  and  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Department  to  encourage  an  increase  in  this  number  of  houses 
so  improved. 

Gypsies  and  other  Van  Dwellers  presented  considerable  public  health  hazards 
especially  in  the  early  months  of  the  Year,  occupying  a  disproportionate  amount  of 
time  spent  by  the  Health  Inspectors,  to  the  detriment  of  other  matters.  A  full 
report  is  given  in  Appendix  ‘*J”. 

The  Public  Health  Department  has  carried  on  smoothly  throughout  the  Year,  and 
I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  A.  Leslie,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
and  the  Staff  for  their  keenness,  tact  and  efficiency. 

I  wish  also  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  courtesy  throughout  the  Year. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant , 


JOHN  T .  MURPHY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  I 

SOCI/iL  CQMLITIONS 


1  •  Climatolo^f 

The  rainfall  recorded  in  the  Urban  district  \ias  24*39  inches  j  as  compared 
v;ith  28.82  inches  recorded  in  1963- 

The  heaviest  rainfall  9  as  recorded  at  the  Kent  Farm  Institute  9  v\ras  1.55 
inches  on  18th  June. 

Thunderstorms  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  on  9  occasions  and  the 
wettest  month  v/as  June  v/hen  the  rainfall  recorded  was  4.86  inches. 

Fog  occurred  on  26  occasions  (8  in  January;  4  1^^  February;  4  1^^  ferch; 

2  in  October;  6  in  November  and  2  in  December) . 

During  the  Year,  there  v/ere  11  falls  of  Sno\T  locally  (3  in  January; 

1  in  Februai^^;  6  in  I/iarch  and  1  in  December) . 

Temperatures  dropped  below  freezing  point  on  ^0  occasions  (l2  in  January; 
7  in  February;  8  in  March;  2  in  October;  6  in  November  and  15  in  December)  as 
compared  v/ith  98  occasions  in  the  previous  Year. 

The  hottest  day  of  the  Year  was  26th  July  w'hen  a  Temperature  of  85'^P*  was 
recorded. 

The  coldest  day  of  the  Year  was  14th  January,  vdien  a  Temperature  of  18^F. 
was  recorded.  '  •  "  •  -  ■ 

The  total  hours  of  Sunshine  during  1964)  ns  recorded  at  the  Kent  Farm 
Institute,  was  I646.6  as  compared  v/ith  1472.8  hours  in  I965* 

Monthly  rainfall  readings  recorded  at  Highsted  Water  Works  over  the  past 
six  years  are  shovm  in  Appendix  "A”  and  Appendix  shov/s  the  monthly  maximum 
and  minimum  Temperatures  for  the  Years  I96I,  1962,  I965  and.  1964* 


2.  Area  in  Acres 


Land  and  Inland  Water 


4,955 


No  change. 
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5*  Population 

The  estimated  mid- Year  population  for  I9645  as  given  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  was  25 >480  an  increase  of  780  against  the  mid- Year  population  for 

1965. 

The  Census  figure  taken  in  April,  I96I  was  25?6l6. 

4*  Humber  of  Inhabited  Houses 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  I9O4  '^r/as  8,515* 

5.  Rateable  Value 

The  rateable  value  at  51st  December,  1964>  was  £1,215,551  s-s  compared 
with  £1,170,580  at  the  end  of  1965* 

6.  Sum  Representing  Pfenny  Rate 

The  sum  representing  a  penny  rate  in  I964  was  £4,900  as  compared  with 
£4,750  in  1965. 
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SECTION  II 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  Births 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  I964  was  ^02  as  compared  with  477 
in  the  previous  Year. 

The  number  of  Births  each  Year  for  the  period  from  193^  to  I964  inclusive 
will  be  seen  upon  reference  to  the  details  contained  in  Table  III. 

(a)  Live  Births 

Ivlales  Females  Totals 

262  (251)  215  (224)  477  (455)* 

15  (9)  12  (  13)  25  (  22) 


275  (240)  227  (257)  502  (477) 


f 

The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  4*95'^  Q-s  against  in  1963* 

(b)  Birth  Rate 

The  crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  v/as  19*7  I964 

against  19*3  I9630  Figures  for  the  years  from  1930  to  date  will  be  seen 

upon  reference  to  the  details  contained  in  Table  III. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  is  20.09  as  compared  Ydth  18. 4  par  thousand  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

(c)  Still- Births 

Two  still-births  occurred  during  the  Year..  This  compares  with  7 

1963- 

The  percentage  of  still-births  to  live  births  for  the  Year  was  0*jfo  as 
against  1.4^  in  1965* 

There  were  no  illegitimate  still-births  during  the  Year. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Totals 


Footnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 
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2 .  Deaths 


(a)  The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  and  assignable  to  the  Urban 
District  during  I964  was  537*  This  figure  represents  158  males  and  179 
females. 

Figures  for  previous  years  back  to  1950  "^^7  seen  upon  reference  to  the 
details  contained  in  Table  III. 

Of  the  557  deaths  assigned  to  Sittingbourne  during  1964?  ^  total  of  64 
occurred  in  Milton  Hospital  9  but  only  29  of  these  were  actually  persons 
previously  resident  in  the  Urban  District. 

The  average  age  of  death  was  72*5  being  70*4  males  and  74*5 
females.  The  oldest  death  was  a  female  aged  101  years.  The  average  age  of 
death  during  I965  was  72.6  being  71*1  males  and  74*2  for  females. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  age  groups  in  Y/hich  the  Deaths  occurred s- 

TABLE  I 


Sex 

Under 

1 

Year 

1- 

5. 

; 

15- 

25- 

55- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75 

and 

over 

Ivdales  ...  .  0 , 

4 

_ 

1 

1 

9 

50 

34 

79 

Females  . 

7 

— 

2 

2 

5 

6 

15 

37 

105 

Totals 

11 

- 

2 

3 

6 

15 

; 

45 

71 

184 

(b)  Death  Rate 

The  crude  death  rate  for  I964  was  15«2  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  I5.O  per  1,000  in  the  preceding  year.  The  figures  for  previous 
years  back  to  19 3^  included  in  Table  III. 

The  corrected  death  rate  is  10. 4  per  1,000  as  compared  with  11.5 
1,000  for  England  and  V/ales  as  a  whole. 
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(c)  The  causes  of  death  classified  by  the  Registrar- General  under  the 
56  headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classification  of  Liseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948?  set  out 
in  Table  II  belows- 


TABIE  II 


Causes 


t 


Ivlales 


Females 


Total 


#  •  • 


•  #  • 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 
3#  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

4*  Diphtheria  . 

5.  lliooping  Cough  ...  ... 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

So  Measles  ...  ...  ... 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  felignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  l^iklignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ...  . 

15.  iVklignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ... 

18.  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . . 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . . . 

21.  Other  circulate ly  disease 

^2 .  influenza  ...  ...  ... 

23  •  Pneumonia  ...  ...  •*,  *  ...  ...  . 

24*  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ....  ...  .o.  . 

25 •  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 
26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

27*  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33»  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

34*  -^11  other  accidents  ...  ... 

39*  Suicide  ...  ...  . o .  ... 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  War 


0  • 


000 


•  #  4 


0  0  Q 


0  0  9 


All  Causes 


-  (  1) 


-  ( 
-  ( 

-  ( 
-  ( 
-  ( 

1  ( 
4  ( 
11  ( 

-  ( 
-  ( 

16  ( 

-  ( 
-  ( 

31  ( 

58  ( 

1  ( 

17  ( 
8  ( 
-  ( 
4  ( 

10  ( 

2  ( 

-  ( 
-  ( 
-  ( 

1  ( 

-  ( 

1  ( 
7  ( 
4  ( 
2  ( 
-  ( 
-  ( 


-) 


/ 

-) 
-) 
-) 
11) 
6) 
-) 
-) 
6) 
1) 
2) 
53) 
43) 
2 

20' 

5) 

-) 

9) 

13) 

■-) 

1) 

-) 

1) 

1) 

1 
7) 

5) 

-) 

2) 

-) 


158  (166) 


-  ( 
-  ( 
-  ( 
-  ( 
-  ( 


-  ( 
-  ( 
2  ( 
2  ( 
6  ( 
5  ( 

17  ( 
1  ( 
-  ( 
55  ( 

25  ( 
2  ( 
35  ( 


( 

-  ( 

11 

5 
-  ( 
1  ( 
1  ( 
-  ( 
-  ( 
1  ( 
2  ( 
22  ( 

-  ( 

5 
2 


( 

( 


-J 

-) 

-) 

-) 

-) 

-) 

-) 

-) 

5) 

3) 

5) 

2) 

16) 

-) 

-) 

36) 

25) 

2) 

32) 

5) 

5) 

6) 

-) 

-) 

-) 

-) 

-) 

-) 

1) 

10) 

-) 

1) 

-) 

-) 


-  ( 

f 

-  K 

-  ( 
-  ( 
-  ( 
-  ( 
1  ( 


6  ( 
3  ( 
55  ( 
1  ( 

-  ( 


►2 


/ 

-) 

-) 

/ 

-) 

-) 

-) 

-) 


6  (  14) 

15  (  9) 

5) 


2) 
:2) 

1) 

2) 

66  (  69) 
65  (  68) 


13  ( 

-  ( 


52; 


8) 

3) 


15  (  15) 
13  (  19) 


( 

1  ( 
1  ( 
-  ( 

1  ( 

1  ( 

3  ( 

29  ( 

4  ( 

5  ( 
2  ( 

-  ( 


-) 

1) 
-) 
1) 
1) 
-) 

2) 

17) 

3) 

1) 

2) 

-) 


179  (156) 


337  (322) 


Footnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year, 
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(d)  The  follot/lng  Table  gives  details  of  deaths,  births  and  infantile 
mortality  for  the  period  1930  'to  I964  inclusive. 


TAELE  III 


c 

o 

•H 

cd 


0) 


o 

lil 


1950 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 


19,838 

20,175 

20,320 

20,350 

20,480 

20.700 

20.920 
20,880 
20,950 
20,860 
20,670 
19,880 
19  ,270 

18,790 

18,790 

19 ,140 
21,040 
21,560 
22,240 
22,150 
22,340 

21.920 
21,940 
21,930 
21,940 
21,970 
22,060 
22,260 
22,470 
22,  700 
22,870 
25,650 
24,270 

24.700 

25,480 


ii 


Deaths 

Births 

Infant  Mortality 

CO 

rc: 

4^ 

g3 

0)  CO 

Q  0 
tio 

Death  Rate 
.,000  of  the 
.ation 

'  CD 
-P 

a  ' 

0 

0  ^ 

-P  -P 

Ph  Ch 

0 

pCj 

CO 

rCj 

' 

1 

0 

-P 

i 

\ 

Infants 
/■ear  of  Age 

8  Births 

Qj 

fH  0  -H 

*H  0 

W  cd 

U/ 

■p 

cd 

a 

CfH  0 

0  1—  1 

0 

rH 

•ri 

-P 

•ri 

pq 

-P 

>r-l 

m  JLj  j — ! 

H 

0)  ci3 
rQ 

a  -p 
d  cu 

Crude 
per  1 
PopuQ 

•ri 

-p 

•H 

'qd 

CD 

PI 

♦ri 

tiO 

0) 

1 — 1 

Crude 

per  3 

Popu] 

1 

rH 

rH 

-p 

‘H 

0 

i-A 

UD 

0 

rH 

cd 

w  1  1 

P>  ?H 

ci  c!  0 

rH 

1 — 1 

M 

0 

EH 

rH 

H 

0 

EH 

0  ft 

ft 

257 

12.8 

532 

20 

552 

17.6 

7 

14 

1 

15 

42.6 

226 

11.2 

339 

6 

545 

17.1 

7 

10 

1 

11 

31.8 

222 

10.9 

342 

13 

355 

17.4 

12 

22 

1 

25 

64.7 

256 

12.5 

337 

13 

550 

17.1 

14 

22 

- 

22 

62.8 

265 

12.9 

321 

8 

329 

16.0 

10 

16 

2 

18 

54.7 

237 

11.4 

340 

8 

348 

l6. 4 

15 

11 

- 

11 

51.6 

245 

11.7 

296 

11 

307 

14.6 

15 

12 

12 

39.0 

244 

11.6 

322 

13 

535 

16.0 

1 

11 

- 

11 

52.8 

218 

10.4 

293 

10 

305 

14.4 

14 

9 

1 

10 

33.0 

262 

12.4 

3I8 

10 

328 

15.7 

15 

8 

1 

9 

27.4 

280 

13.5 

511 

9 

520 

15.4 

10 

18 

1 

19 

59.5 

247 

12.4 

257 

11 

268 

13.4 

7 

6 

- 

6 

22.5 

233 

12.0 

291 

18  ' 

509 

16.0 

9 

16 

- 

16 

51.7 

249 

13.2 

334 

14 

548 

18. 5 

13 

17 

- 

17 

48.8 

251 

12.2 

540 

31 

571 

19.7 

9 

16 

4 

20 

53.9 

236 

12.5 

350 

34 

384 

20.0 

11 

12 

5 

15 

59.0 

230 

10.9 

419 

51 

450 

21.3 

12 

15 

1 

14 

31.1 

248 

11.5 

509 

23 

532 

24*  4 

15 

17 

- 

17 

31.9 

228 

10.2 

585 

12 

597 

17.8 

7 

8 

- 

8 

20.1 

271 

12.2 

555 

19 

374 

16.8 

7 

15 

- 

15 

57.4 

228 

.  10.2 

328 

15 

545 

15.5 

7 

8 

- 

8 

20.1 

265 

12.0 

532 

15 

547 

15.8 

8 

14 

14 

40.3 

244 

11.1 

551 

15 

346 

15.7 

3 

9 

- 

9 

26.0 

433 

19.7 

540 

17 

547 

16.2 

6 

16 

- 

16 

44.8 

5I8 

14.4 

298 

18 

316 

14.4 

7 

4 

- 

4 

12.6 

547 

15.7 

527 

16 

543 

15.6 

4 

4 

- 

4 

11.6 

597 

17.9 

3I6 

16 

332 

15.0 

7 

8 

1 

9 

27.1 

398 

17.8 

562 

19 

581 

17a 

11 

11 

— 

11 

28.8 

356 

14.9 

567 

12 

579 

16.8 

6 

2 

- 

2 

5.2 

282 

12.4 

374 

21 

395 

17.4 

7 

7 

- 

7 

17.7 

293 

12.8 

355 

15 

550 

15.3 

7 

6 

— 

6 

17.1 

315 

13.3 

379 

24 

405 

17.0 

0 

13 

2 

15 

37.2 

322 

13.2 

405 

18 

423 

17.4 

11 

7 

1 

8 

18.8 

322 

15.0 

455 

22 

477 

19.5  ■ 

7 

3 

- 

3 

6.2 

337 

i 

1 

15.2 

i 

\ 

477 

25 

502 

19.7 

2 

11 

11 

21.9 

1 
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5*  Infantile  Mortality 

(a)  Eleven  deaths  of  Infants  uinder  one  year  of  age  were  recorded  during  the 
Year  under  review,  as  compared  with  5  in  I965. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Year  was  21.9  thousand  live  births. 

The  rate  for  I963  was  6.2  per  thousand.  The  rates  for  previous  years  may  be  seen 
upon  reference  to  Table  III. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  V/ales  as  a  whole  was  20.0  per 
thousand  live  births,  which  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  Country. 

Of  the  11  deaths  recorded,  5  were  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age,  resulting 
in  a  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  of  0.9  per  thousand  live  births  as  compared  with  that 
for  England  and  Y/ales  as  a  whole  of  I5.8  per  thousand  live  births. 

The  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  was  13.3  per  thousand  total  live  and  stillbirths. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  was  -  1.  (Due  to  Pulmonary  Embolism  -  Femoral 
Thrombosis  -  Pregnancy  with  Toxaemia.) 

(b)  The  detailed  causes  of  death  among  infants  during  1964  were  as  follows:- 

TABLE  IV 


Cause 

Sex 

Age  at 
Death 

Place  of 
Birth 

Place  of 
Death 

Asphyxia  Neonatora  - 
Cord  around  Neck  (5) 

Post-Maturity 

P 

44  hours 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage, 

Asphyxiation  - 
Atelectasis  with  Inhalation 
of  Liquid  Amnii 

F 

14  hours 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Respiratory  Failure  - 
Pneumonia  -  Diabetes  of 

Mother  and  Prematurity 

1 

i 

F 

20  hours 

Hospital 

Hospital 
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Cause 

Sex 

Age  at 
Death 

Place  of 
Birth 

Place  of 
Death 

Prematurity 

M 

4  days 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

F 

4  days 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Broncho-Pneumonia  - 
Sarcoma  Right  Throat 

F 

1  month 

Home 

Hospital 

Pneumonia 

M 

1  month 

Home 

Hom© 

Otitis  Media  Complicating 

Acute  Enteritis 

M 

1  month 

Home 

Hospital 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

F 

5  weeks 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Congenital  Heart  Failure  - 
Congenital  Septal  Defect  - 
Bronchitis  -  Absence  of 

Both  Arms  (Congenital) 

M 

2  months 

Hospital 

Heme 

Respiratory  Failure 

Following  Lumbar  Puncture 
in  Congenital  Hypoplasia 
of  the  Brain  - 
Accidental  Death 

F 

8  months 

Hospital 

i 

Hospital 
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SECTION  III 


INIECTIOIJS  MD  OTIiSR  DISEASES 


THEIR  RREVALMTCE  AND  CONTROL 


1 .  Notifiable  Diseases  -  Incidence 

During  the  Year,  the  Department  received  1,163  notifications  of  cases  of 
notifiable  diseases,  as  occurring  in  the  Urban  District »  The  figures  for 
previous  Years  are  detailed  in  Table  VIII* 

The  incidence  of  these  notified  cases  in  each  Quarter  of  the  Year  was  as 
follov;ss- 

1st  Quarter  -  7?  2nd  Quarter  -  21^  Quarter  -  119?  Quarter  -  I,0l6. 

The  main  cause  of  notification  was  Measles,  being  1,134  cases. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  the  incidence  of  Measles  is  the  highest 
on  record  in  the  Urban  District  and  compares  with  other  large  outbreaks  of  959 
cases  in  1941?  737  cases  in  1957  oQQ  cases  in  1961. 

The  incidence  commenced  during  the  month  of  August  and  increased  in  severity 
during  the  months  of  November  and  December,  1964* 

Of  the  1,134  cases  notified,  563  were  Children  under  School  age.  There  v/ere 
569  cases  amongst  School  Children,  mainly  in  the  age  group  of  5  -  9  years,  and 
most  of  the  Schools  in  the  District  v/ere  involved  in  this  outbreak.  The 
remaining  2  cases  were  aged  I9  and  23  years  respectively. 

The  cases  were  generally  of  a  mild  nature  and  in  no  case  was  it  found 
necessary  to  recommend  hospitalisation. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  appears  to  be  falling  each  year;  8  cases  only 
ViTere  notified  as  compared  with  12  cases  in  I963  and  I3  cases  in  1962*  Of  the  8 
cases  notified,  1  wa-s  a  Child  under  School  age^  5  were  School  Children?  1  was  a 
Female  aged  18  years  and  the  remaining  case  v/as  a  Ivlale  aged  44  years.  One  case 
only  was  admitted  to  Hospital. 

Eighteen  cases  of  Y\0iooping  Cough  were  notified  during  the  Year  and  11  of 
these  were  Children  under  School  age.  The  remaining  cases  were  6  School 
Children  and  a  1^1  e  aged  47  years. 

Details  of  the  3  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  are  shown  in  Tables  VI  and 
IX. 
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(a)  The  total  number  of  cases  occurring,  number  of  cases  admitted 
to  Hospital  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease  as  shown  in  the 
Registrar-General ^ s  classification  of  deaths,  are  shown  in  the  following 
Tabl e  s - 


TABLE  V 


Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 

Admissions 
to  Hospital 
or 

Sanatorium 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  • . . 

8  (12) 

1  (  1) 

-  ( -)* 

Ivle asles  ••• 

1134  (54) 

-  (  -) 

-  ( -) 

v\hio oping  Cough  . 

18  (  6) 

-  ^  -< 

-  ( 

Dysentery  . . 

-  (  1) 

-  ( -) 

-  ( -) 

Tuberculosiss- 

Pulmonary  . . •  . 

2  (13) 

2(8) 

- 1 

Non- Pulmonary  . . *  • . . 

1  (  -) 

1  (  -) 

-  (  -) 

Totals 

1163  (86) 

4  (  9) 

-  (  1) 

Footnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 
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(b)  The  Distribution  by  age  group  of  the  cases  notified  is  shown  in 
Table  VI  thuss- 


TABLE  VI 


Disease 

Under 

1  Year 

KN 

I 

( — 1 

ltn 

1 

0 

r-i 

i 

ir\ 

( 

LTn 
r— 1 

J 

0 

1 — 1 

LTn 

CNJ 

1 

tn 

1 — 1 

Ln 

1 

LTN 

CM. 

LTN 

I 

Lr\ 

K\ 

0 

VO 

1 

:  LPv 

60  and  Over 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

2 

5 

2 

1 

8 

lieasles  •••  •««  ••• 

56 

246 

281 

559 

10 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1134 

Whooping  Cough 

Tuberculosis^- 

5 

2 

6 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

18 

Pulmonary  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Non- Pulmonary  .  .  •  • .  <. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

mm 

1 

a. 

Totals 

i 

59  j248  1 

289 

■ 

566 

I  ' 

12 

' 

4 

1 

2 

3 

j 

2 

1165 

(c)  The  monthly  incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than 
Tuberculosis)  in  the  Urban  District,  during  1964s  is  shown  in  the  follov/ing 
Table  VIIs- 

TABLE  VII 


r— . 

t 

f 

‘‘ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Disease 

January 

i 

<D 

x: 

0 

April 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

ifeasles  ...  ... 

- 

- 

5 

- 

8 

2 

27 

70 

10 

93 

621 

500 

1154 

V/hooping  Cough  . . . 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

6 

2 

6 

— 

4 

18 

Totals 

. 

2 

1 

i 

2 

5 

! 

14 

5 

54 

i  70 

14 

f 

94 

L 

1  621 

f 

k 

501 

■ 

i 

1160 
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(d)  Table  VIII  shows  the  number  ef  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
each  Year  during  the  past  tv/elve  Years. 

TABLE  VIII 


Disease 

1953 

1954 

1955' 

1956 

i 

1957 

1958 

1959 

0 

o^ 

1 — I 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Smallpox  . 

. 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

26 

67 

34 

13 

25 

42 

101 

60 

25 

15 

12 

8 

Ivleasles  ...  ... 

332 

mm 

439 

6 

737 

52 

175 

167 

688 

23 

54 

1134 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

26 

168 

5 

11 

139 

■  ■  28 

1 

50 

12 

3 

6 

18 

Food  Poisoning  •  . . 

- 

- 

3 

- 

5 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery  . . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

- 

Erysipelas 

2 

5 

4 

1 

- 

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

2 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

•• 

— 

typhoid  Fever  . . . 
Puerperal  Fever  ) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis  . . • 
Encephalitis 

2 

2 

8 

*• 

6 

mm 

— 

— 

1 

mm 

Lethargica 

Cerebro  Spinal 

— 

«« 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Meningitis  ... 

— 

}  *** 

i 

i 

i 

I 

\ 

4 

1  ■' 

mm 

1 

* 

i 

i 

■ 
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2*  Tuberculosis 


Two  new  cases  of  Palmonary  Tuberculosis  and  1  new  case  of  Non- Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  v;ere  notified  during  the  Year. 

The  age  groups  of  the  new  cases  notified  during  19 64  are  shown  in 
Table  IX  bel.ow?  and  Table  X  gives  a  summary  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  during  the  Year  under  review. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  has 
dropped  from  252  at  the  beginning  of  the  Year  to  229  at  51st  December,  1964* 


TABLE  IX 


Age  Groups  of  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  diiring  1964 


Age  Group 

Type 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Under  1  Year 

1  Year 

- 

- 

2  -  4 

- 

,  - 

- 

- 

5-9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  14 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 19 

- 

- 

- 

20  -  24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  34 

Non-  Pulmonary 

1 

1 

- 

35  -  44 

Pulmonary 

1 

1 

- 

45  -  54 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  -  64 

Pulmonaiy 

1 

1 

- 

65  -  74 

- 

- 

- 

- 

75  and  Over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

3 

! 

' 
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TABLE  X 


Summary  of  Tuberculosis  Register 


Pulmonary 

1  Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

On  Register  on  1st  January,  19 6 4 

218 

14 

252 

Notified  as  *NeY^'  Cases . 

2 

1 

5 

Transferred  to  District  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Totals 

224 

259 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1* 

Recovered  ...  ...  ...  ... 

8 

8 

Removed  from  District  . 

1 

- 

1 

X 

Totals 

10 

10 

Balance  remaining  on  Register 
on  December,  1964  ••• 

214 

i 

15 

229 

Footnotes-  *  This  figure  refers  to  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 

Y;ho  have  died  -  not  necessarily  from  Tuberculosis. 
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The  Chest  Physicians  at  the  Chest  Clinic ,  Keyed  Hospital 
(Dr.  Owen  Clarke  and  Dr.  N.  P.  Crofts)  have  kindly  provided  the  following 
information  regarding  tuberculous  patients  in  the  Urban  District. 

4  patients  from  the  Urban  District  were  admitted  to  Hospital  or 
Sanatoria,  for  treatment  during  the  Year  -  2  patients  to  Keycol  Hospital  and  2 
patients  to  the  Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  ifeirgate. 

During  the  Year,  Patients  and  Contacts  from  the  Urban  District  attended 
the  Chest  Clinic  at  Keycol  Hospital,  as  followso- 

Number  of  Attendances  made  by  Patients  -  840 

Number  of  Attendances  made  by  Contacts  -  419 

-  Local  Tuberculous  patients  and  their  families  again  received  much  help 
from  the  Sittingbourne ,  Milton  and  District  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee,  and 
the  sum  of  £515  expended  during  the  Year  in  relieving  their  many 
anxieties  and  providing  holidays. 

The  folloY/ing  Table  XI  gives  details  of  Notifications  received,  Deaths 
and  the  Death  Rate  per  10,000  of  the  Population,  for  both  Pulmonar5''  and 
Non- Pulmonary  Cases,  during  the  period  from  1950  "to  I964  inclusive. 
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TABLE  XI 


Year 

Humber  of  Brimaiy 
Notifications  Received 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 
10,000  of  Population 

Pulmonaiy 

1  Non- 

Pul  mo  nar:\^ 

Pulmonaiy 

!  Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1930 

30 

3 

24 

3 

12.1 

1.5 

1931 

19 

8 

11 

2 

5.4 

0.9 

1932 

20 

3 

11 

•  2 

5.3 

0.9 

1933 

24 

1 

17 

>  1 

8.5 

0.4 

1934 

15 

3 

17 

1 

8.5 

0.4 

1935 

12 

7 

9 

2 

4.3 

0.9 

1936 

12 

5 

10 

1 

4.7 

0.4 

1937 

12 

9 

13 

- 

6.2 

- 

1938 

12 

4 

8 

2 

3.8 

0,9 

1939 

13 

4 

13 

2 

6.2 

0.9 

1940 

11 

1 

11 

1 

5.3 

0.4 

1941 

9 

3 

7 

1 

3.5 

0.5 

1942 

15 

4 

8 

- 

4.0 

- 

1943 

9 

4 

8 

3 

4.2 

1.5 

1944 

14 

3 

7 

1 

3.7 

0.5 

1945 

22 

2 

7 

1 

3.0 

0.5 

1946 

14 

2 

9 

1 

4.0 

0.4 

1947 

19 

5 

6 

2 

2.8 

0.9 

1948 

19 

6 

8 

1 

3.5 

0.4 

1949 

20 

3 

10 

2 

4-5 

0.9 

1950 

18 

6 

1 

1 

0.4 

0.4 

1951 

15 

2 

3 

- 

1.3 

- 

1952 

17 

1 

3 

1 

1.3 

0.4 

1953 

16 

- 

4 

- 

1.8 

1954 

19 

3 

- 

1 

— 

0.4 

1955 

19 

1 

2 

— 

0.9 

1956 

15 

- 

3 

1 

1.3 

0.4 

1957 

27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1958 

17 

1 

5 

- 

2.2 

1959 

4 

1 

1 

— 

0.4 

i960 

8 

1 

- 

1961 

9 

3 

— 

m. 

1962 

9 

2 

1 

0.4 

1963 

15 

- 

1  ! 

0.4 

1964 

2  ! 

1 

1 

1 

“ 

- 

- 
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3 •  Venereal  Diseases 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.  D.  Routh,  Director  and  Medical 'Officer  in  Charge 
of  the  Special  Clinic  in  Rochester,  for  the  following  information  regarding 
cases  and  number  of  attendances  from  this  Urban  District  during  the  Year. 


Disease 

Ifeles 

Females  . 

Total 

S|yp)hi Ixs  ...  ...  ...  90. 

Gonorrhoea  . 

Other  Conditions  ...  ... 

( 

-  (  -) 

5.  2 

18  (15) 

1  ( ij 

4  (  2) 

-  ( -k 

6  (  5) 

22  (17) 

Totals 

23  (17) 

1 

5  (  5) 

28  (20) 

The  above  refer  to  new  Cases  occurring  during'  the  Year. 


The  total  number  of  attendances  at  this  Clinic  during  the  Year  vvas  281. 


Details  of  nev/  Cases  and  attendances  in  previous  Years  were  as  follov/ss~ 


Year 

New  Cases 

Attendances 

Year 

New  Cases 

Attendances 

1965 

20 

200 

1956 . 

25 

220 

1962 

16 

157 

1955 

16 

279 

1961 

24 

195 

1954 

25 

319 

i960 

17 

125 

1955 

11 

262 

1959 

15'- . 

■  •  -66  ■ 

•  1952 

y. 

191  ' 

1958 

17 

205 

1951 

13 

3O8 

1957 

19  ' 

250 

Pootnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 
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4*  Vaccinations  and  Imnruni  sat  ions 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Iledical  Officer  of  Health  (Hr.  A.  Elliott) 
for  again  very  kindly  supplying  figures  in  connection  with  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough  Immunisations,  and  Vaccinations  against  Sbiallpox  and 
Poliomyelitis,  as  follows^- 

(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  the  Year  the  following  cases  v/ere  protected  against  Diphtherias 

Under  5  years  ...  .  464  (438)* 

5  "  I4  years  ...  ...  I5  (  3) 

Reinforcing  doae  ...  ...  ...  ...  423  (‘26) 

(b)  Wliooping  Cough  Immunisation 

A  total  of  483  children  were  immunised  against  V^fhooping  Cough  during 
1964 >  as  compared  Y/ith  437  children  in  the  previous  Year. 

(c)  Vaccination  against  Snallpox 

Primary  Vaccination  1  Year  .  213 

Revaccination  School  Age 

but  under  8  years  ...  ...  ... 

(d)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

The  following  vaccinations  against  Poliomyelitis  v;ere  carried  out 
during  the  Years - 


Age  Group 

5rd  and  4^^  Dose 
(Salk  and  Oral) 

5  Orals 

(Complete  Course) 

1964 

56 

1965 

6 

337 

1962 

1 

45 

1961 

11 

1949  - 1960 

267 

23 

1955  -  1948 

- 

24 

Others 

17 

Footnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 
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5*  International  Certificates  of  Vaccination 


Ibring  the  Year,  227  International  Certificates  of  Vaccination  were 
presented  to  the  Department  hy  local  people  leaving  the  Country,  for  the 
liedical  Officer  of  Health  to  Authenticate  the  Signatures  of  the  Doctors 
concerned. 

These  people  v/ere  travelling  mainly  to  the  Countries  of  United  States 
of  America,  Canada,  Australia  and  Hew  Zealand. 

In  the  Years  1957,  19585  1959,  I960,  I96I,  1962  and  I965,  the  number 
of  Certificates  dealt  with  by  the  Department  v/ere  127,  95,  112,  110,  177, 
979  224  respectively. 
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SECTION  IV' 


amEML  PROVISIONS  OF  HEA.LTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


!•  National  Health  Services 

Local  Authority  Health  Services  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  are 
provided  and  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council  as  the  local  Health 
Authority.  These  Services  include  the  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Childreni  the 
provision  of  Midwives?  Health  Visiting  and  Home  Nursing?  Vaccination  and 
Immunisation?  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  and  Domestic  Help  Services. 

* 

Infant  and  Child  Welfare,  School  Health  and  Dental  Clinics  are  held  at 
Sutton  House,  London  Road,  Sittingboume. 

The  dates  and  times  of  all  Clinics  held  at  Sutton  House  are  shown  in  the 
following  Tables- 


Clinics  and  Sessions 

Date 

Time 

Infant  V/elfare 

Tuesday  and  Friday 

2-4 

Ante -Natal  -  Midwives 
Clinics 

V/ednesday  and 
Thursday 

2-4  P*in. 

Relaxation  and 

Mothercraft  Classes 
for  Expectant  Mothers 

Thursday 

9*50  a.m.  -  11.15  a.m. 

Orthopaedic 
(by  appointment) 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
attends  2nd  Tuesday 
in  each  month 

10  a.m.  -  12  noon 

Exercises 

V/ednesday  and  Friday 

10  a.m.  -  12  noon 

Minor  Ailments 

Monday 

5.45  -  4*50  p.m. 

Dental 

Monday  to  Friday 
(inclusive) 

9.50  a.m.  -  4 

Ophthalmic 

Monday 

1.30  p.m.  -  3  P*®* 

Alternate 

Thursday  Mornings 

10.50  -  12  noon 

Child  Guidance 

— 

by  appointment 

Chiropody  (for  Old  Age 
Pensioners) 

Monday  and  Wednesday 
l\fornings 

by  appointment 
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Infant  and  Child  Vifelfare  Clinics  are  also  held  in  other  parts  of  t  he  Urban 
District,  as  followso- 

Thursdays  -  from  2  to  4  p«ni,  ,  at  the  Congregational  Hall,  Crov/n  Road,  Ivlilton  Regis  - 
Doctor  and  Health  Visitor  in  attendance  -  for  the  benefit  of  Motheisand  Children 
residing  in  the  Milton  and  Kemsley  areas. 

Wednesdays  ~  from  2  to  4  p*m. ,  at  the  Old  V/elfare  Hall,  Church  Road,  Murston  - 
Doctor  andHealth  Visitor  in  attendance  -  for  the  benefit  of  Mothers  and  Children 
residing  in  the  itirston  and  Canterbury?’  Road  areas. 

2nd  and  4th  Fridays  in  each  Month  -  from  2  to  4  P*m.  ,  at  the  Village  Hall,  London 
Road,  Bapchild  -  Doctor  and  Health  Visitor  in  attendance  -  for*  the  benefit  of 
Mothers  and  Children  residing  in  Bapchild  and  the  eastern  end  of  the  Canterbury 
Road  Estate  areas. 

Vaccinations  and  Immunisations  are  given  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  if 
required,  as  followss- 

At  3^d,  4th  and  5"^^^  Month  -  Triple  injections  against  Diphtheria,  IThooping  Cough 
and  Tetanus.  ^Booster*  Triple  injections  at  2  years  and  5  years. 

At  6th,  'Ji^h  and  8th  Month  and  again  at  5  years  -  Protection  against  Poliomyelitis, 
by  Oral  Vaccine. 

At  1  -  2  Years  -  Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

All  other  persons  up  to  the  age  of  40  years  are  eligible  for  receiving 
protection  against  Poliomyelitis,  by  Oral  Vaccine,  by  arrangements  vath  their 
own  Doctors. 

The  four  Health  Visitors  (Kent  County  Council  Staff)  at  Sutton  House,  who 
cover  the  Urban  District  of  Sittingboume  and  Iviilto’n,  are  -  Mrs.  M.  Cheeseman, 

Miss  S.  Douet,  Miss  J.  A.  Clarke  and  Ivliss  H,  M.  Stocks. 

Mental  Welfare  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  patients  from 
the  Urban  District,  at  I3  South  Road,  Faversharn.  The  Sessions  for  the  Clinics 
are  held  on  Thursday  evenings  at  5  o'clock, 

A  Nursery  Class  for  partially  Deaf  Children  between  the  ages  of  three  and 
five  years  is  held  in  Gillingheim  and  children  from  this  Urban  Distilct  are  able 
to  attend. 


xV  School  for  Handicapped  Children  is  held  at  the  Bobbing  Training  Centre, 
Village  Hall,  Bobbing. 

Enquiries  regarding  the  Domestic  Help  Service  may  be  made  at  the  District 
Office,  Sutton  House,  London  Road,  Sittingboume. 
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2.  Hospitals  and  Kursing  Homes 
(i)  Hospitals 

There  are  two  Hospitals  in  the  Urhan  District,  as  followss- 


(a)  Ifemorial  Hospital,  Bell  Road,  Sittinghourne  (Tel.Hos  Sitt,2019) 


The  Visiting  Hours  at  this  Hospital  are  - 


Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 


2.30  p.m. 

unt  il 

3.30 

p.m. 

7.30  p.m. 

until 

8.00 

p.  m. 

7.30  p.m. 

until 

8.00 

p.m. 

2 . 30  p..m. 

until 

3.30 

p.m. 

7.50  p.m. 

until 

8.00 

p.m. 

7. 30  p.m. 

until 

8.00 

p.m. 

2. 30  p.m. 

until 

3.30 

p.m. 

(b)  Milton  Hospital,  North  Street,  Milton  Regis  (Tel .Nos  Sitt.JlSs) 


This  Hospital  has  a  Residential  Section  for  Aged  People,  and 
Hospital  facilities  for  the  Infirm  and  Chronic  Sick. 

(c)  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  including  patients  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis,  are  admitted,  for  treatment  at  Keycol  Hospital,  Keycol  Hill, 

Key  Street,  Nr.  Sittingbourne  (Tel. Nos  Newington  222),  which  is  situated  on 
the  main  London  Road,  just  outside  the  Urban  District  boundary.  At  this 
Hospital  there  is  also  a  Chest  Clinic  (Tel » Nos  Nev/ington  58?)  which  Out- 
Patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  other  associated  Chest  complaints 
attend  for  X-Ray  and  for  periodic  examinations  by  the  Consultant  Chest 
Physician. 

(ii)  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  Registered  Nursing  Homes  situate  within  the  Urban  District. 
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5*  Sohool  Health  Services 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  (Pr.  A.  Elliott) 
for  once  again  kindly  providing  the  following  summary  of  the  return  for  the 
Year  19 64  for  the  Area  comprising  the  Boroughs  of  Paversham  and  Queenborough, 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Sheemess  and  Sittingbourne  and,  Milton  Regis,  and  the 
Rural  Districts  of  Sheppey  and  3.¥ale. 

(a)  Routine  School  iledical  Inspections 


Number  of  Pupils  Inspected 

•  «  • 

9  9  9 

999 

4,926 

Physical  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected s- 

Satisfactory  ..0  . . 

4,925 

Unsatisfactory  ...  . . 

9  9  9 

0  0  4 

5 

(b)  Special  Inspections 

Number  of  Pupils  Inspected  ...  ... 

•  #  « 

9  9  0 

... 

514 

Number  of  Pupils  Re- Inspected  ... 

•  •  « 

9  9  9 

999 

2,018 

Number  of  Pupils  found  to  require  treatment 

9  9  9 

915 

(c)  Treatment  of  Pupils 

(i)  Minor  Ailments 

Scin  Id  senses  ...  ...  ... 

»  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

— 

Eye  Defects  .  ...  . . , 

#  «  0 

6  «  0 

9  9  9 

1 

Ear  Defects  . . .  ... 

0  c  e 

9  Q  9 

0  9  9 

15 

Minor  Injuries,  Bruises,  Sores, 

etc. 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

14 

(ii)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 

Squint ) 

9  9  9 

1,096 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases  of  the 

■C-ye 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

- 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  Spectacles 

were  prescribed  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  c 

9  9  9 

451 

(d)  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Number  Inspected  by  Dental  Officers 

•  04 

•  99 

•  99 

3,524 

Number  found  requiring  treatment 

4  0  4 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

2,718 

Number  actually  treated 

•  99 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

2,048 

Number  of  attendances  for  treatment 

9  9  • 

9  V  <9 

9  9  9 

9,099 
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(e)  Infestation  with  Vermin 

Number  of  Examinations  of  Pupils  in  Schools  by  the 
School  Nurses  or  other  Authorised  Persons  .  9 >455 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  to  be  infested  ... 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2), 

Education  Act,  1944)  •••  . .  2 


4*  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  4?) 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951 

The  Department  was  not  called  upon  to  deal  with  any  cases  during  the 

Year. 


5*  Old  People ^s  Welfare 

I  am  very  thankful  to  Councillor  Mrs.  J.  Noble  for  her  following  repoit: 
regarding  the  very  important  services  given  by  the  Old  People  *s  Welfare 
Committee,  for  the  benefit  of  the  elderly  residents  of  the  Urban  District, 
during  the  Year  under  review. 

"  We  can  now  survey  the  work  of  our  Thirteenth  Year  in  caring  for  the  Old 
People  in  the  District.  Much  has  been  accomplished,  but  we  realise  that  there 
is  an  ever  increasing  need  as  our  register  grows  in  size  each  year  despite  the 
deaths  which  must  inevitably  occur  in  advanced  age. 

The  important  Night  Sitting  Service  is  still  fulfilling  a  useful  and 
necessary  purpose,  giving  comfort  to  the  Patients  and  relieving  tired 
relatives  and  good  neighbours,  because  nursing  the  chronic  sick  can  become 
very  exhausting. 

Chiropody,  which  has  been  a  heavy  call  on  our  funds  will  gradually  become 
smaller  as  no  nev/  cases  will  be  undertaken  by  our  Committee,  unless  under 
exceptional  circumstances.  In  future  all  nev/  patients  will  be  transferred  to 
the  National  Health  Service. 

The  Meals- on- Wheels  Service,  under  the  supervision  of  the  V/omen*s 
Voluntary  Service,  with  a  subsidy  from  the  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  Urban 
District  Council  is  still  very  much  appreciated.  This  Service  provides  a  well 
cooked  ample  meal  at  a  reasonable  price  for  the  old  person,  or  the  house-bound. 
We  owe  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  voluntary  helpers  who  continue  to  deliver 
about  85  hot  meals  per  v/eek.  This  is  another  satisfactory  way  of  keeping  in 
touch  with  the  physical  health  and  urgent  needs  of  our  old  people.  Our  thanks 
are  also  due  to  Messrs.  Bowaters,  Kemsley,  and  3riell  Research  Company,  for 
their  co-operation  in  preparing  these  meals. 
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The  Good  Companions  Centre  is  still  very  popular  and  a  little  gathering 
of  Old  People  meet  regularly  every  Friday  afternoon  for  tea  and  a  chat*  I 
must  stress,  once  again  our  desire  in  the  near  future  for  a  Pay  Centre  near 
the  shopping  area  which  can  provide  refreshment  and  leisure  from  Monday  to 
Friday  for  many  lonely  Old  People  in  Sittingboume  and  Milton  Regis. 

Loneliness  among  the  aged  may  originate  as  a  disease  of  the  mind,  but 
unfortunately  it  often  leads  to  some  very  distressing  physical  condition 
which  weaken  still  further  the  old  personas  isolation  from  society  and  lessen 
his  hold  on  life.  Ix^nely  old  people  tend  to  neglect  themselves,  to  develop 
anti- social  habits  which  deepen  the  gulf  between  them  and  their  neighbours 
even  further.  To  help  combat  this  we  are  very  grateful  to  our  Visitor 
Organiser,  Mrs.  Nev/man,  and  members  of  the  Craigmore  Social  Club,  who  offered 
their  services  to  the  Old  People *s  Welfare  Committee#  We  now  have  about  85 
Visitors.  This  has  enabled  more  frequent  visiting,  and  extended  our  register 
of  Old  People  over  a  wider  area,  thus  relieving  loneliness  to  the  aged,  frail 
and  the  house-bound.  Two  thousand  eggs  were  delivered  at  Easter  to  our  old 
folk 5  and  over  4OO  elderly  and  needy  citizens  received  money  or  coal  at 
Christmas.  Seven  hundred  and  eighty  Birthday  and  Christmas  Cards  were  sent 
during  the  year#  This  shows  hov/  our  Visiting  Service  has  expanded  under  the 
capable  organisation  of  Mrs.  Newman,  and  the  important  part  it  plays  in  our 
Old  People  ^s  Welfare  Work. 

There  are  now  three  Old  People* s  Clubs  in  the  Pistrict.  The  ’*Over  Sixty 
Fives"  opened  at  Murston  in  the  Autumn  of  last  year.  They  are  at  1  well 
supported  and  afford  happiness  to  a  great  number  of  our  aged  folk. 

Blair  Park,  the  residential  home  in  Milton  Regis,  is  still  fulfilling  a 
useful  and  necessary  purpose,  with  its  happy  homely  atmo^here. 

Court  Regis,  the  Kent  County  Council  Residential  Home,  is  full  to  capacity. 
Both  of  these  homes  are  visited  by  our  helpers. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linforth  we  were  able  to  use  their 
home  and  garden  to  entertain  50  house-bound  Old  People  last  August.  Each 
person  was  collected  by  car  and  returned  to  their  homes  after  tea  at  Tunstall 
Court.  Some  of  these  people  had  not  been  outside  their  own  homes  for  as  long 
as  three  years. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  v/ould  like  to  record  our  grateful  thanks  to 
MErs.  I.  Sewrey  for  her  loyal  support  as  Secretary  since  the  inception  of  the 
Old  People  *s  Y/elfare  Committee  in  1952.  Pbrs.  Sewrey  has  now  relinquished  this 
office  but  will  continue  with  the  County  work  and  report  back  to  us.  We  are 
very  fortunate  in  having  fes.  F.  Bishop  who  has  now  followed  on  as  our 
Organising  Secretary.  Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  our  efficient  Treasurer, 

Ifrs.  J.  Mobbs,  and  Mr.  N.  Bowen  for  so  willingly  auditing  our  accounts.  ** 
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SECTION  V 


SANITARY  CIRCIB/ISTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


!•  V/ater  Supply 

(a)  The  whole  of  the  Urban  District  has,  since  the  1st  April,  1956,  been 
supplied  from  the  Council’s  Undertaking.  The  supply  has,  during  the  Year  under 
review,  been  adequate  both  in  quality  and  quantity^ 

(b)  Sixty-three  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  8  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  examination.  With  the 
exception  of  2  samples  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory* 

(c)  All  the  dwellings  (8,315)  within  the  Urban  Distilct  are  supplied  from 

public  water  mains  *  .  . 


2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(a)  Extensions  of  the  Council’s  sewerage  system  were  carried  out  to  serve 
new  housing  development  within  the  area. 

(b)  Y/ork  has  now  started  on  extensions  to  and  modification  of  the  sewage 

disposal  works.  When  these  works  are  completed  it  is  expected  that  the  standard 
of  purification  will  be  improved  and  that  the  final  effluent  will  reach  an 
acceptable  standard.  ,  .  .  ■ 

(c)  Routine  treatment  against  rodents  in  the  sewerage  system  was  again 
carried  out.  Y/arfarin  was  again  used,  and  the,  results  obtained  continue  to  show 
that  the  incidence  of  infestation  is  reasonably  low. 


5.  Scavenging 


(a)  The  administration  of  the  Council’s  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

(b)  The  capacity  of  the  present  tip  'was  exhausted  by  the  end  of  the  Year 
and  arrangements  had  been  completed,  to  move  to  the  new  site  at  Milton  early 
in  1965. 
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4.  School  Sanitation 

(a)  The  sanitary  facilities  provided  are  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

(h)  School  kitchen  hygiene  is  of  a  good  standard.  There  was  no  incident 
connected  with  the  consumption  of  food  prepared  at  the  school  kitchens  within 
the  toTO. 


5*  Public  Conveniences 


The  conveniences  provided  were  generally  maintained  in  a  clean  and 
satisfactory  manner.  On  the  few  occasions  that  complaints  were  received 
investigation  indicated  that  the  complaints  arose  from  the  wilful  misuse  of 
the  conveniences . 

Damage  continues  to  be  done  in  the  various  conveniences  throughout  the 
town  and  it  would  seem  that  there  is  a  small  minority  who  think  that  there  is 
something  clever  in  causing  wanton  destruction  of  public  property.  It  seems 
impossible  to  change  the  attitude  of  this  small  minority.  Meanwhile  the  mass 
of  the  public  have  to  suffer  inconvenience  as  a  result  of  the  damage  caused. 

An  interesting  side-light  on  this  problem  is  that  because  of  the  immediate 
damage  to  posters  in  the  conveniences  giving  information  in  respect  of  special 
V.D. Clinics,  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  Venereologist  that  people 
resident  in  the  area  have  been  unable  to  find  the  required  information  and  in 
some  cases  delay  in  treatment  has  occiurred. 


6.  Public  Swimming  Baths 

(a)  Ten  samples  of  the  bath  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  reports  indicated  that  satisfactory  standards  of  purity 
were  being  maintained  in  the  bath  water. 

(b)  The  total  number  of  bathers  using  the  pool  during  the  Year  was 
69,407  as  compared  with  56,861  in  1965* 


7.  Mortuary  Accommodation 

The  mortuary  facilities  used  by  the  Council  accommodated  29  bodies 
during  the  Year. 

The  arrangements  again  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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8.  Service  of  Notices  requiring  the  execution  of  v/orks  or  the 


Abatement  of  Nuisances 

(a)  Informal  Ilotices  seiv^ed  -  108 

(b)  Statutoiy  Notices  seived  -  7 

(c)  Informal  Notices  complied  with  -  IO3 

(d)  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  -  6 

(e)  Infoxmal  Notices  outstanding  -  IO9 

(f)  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  -  7 

(g)  Notices  dealt  with  in  default  of 

compliance  v;ith  Statutory  Notices  -  2 


9 .  Visits  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the 
Year  is  shov/n  in  Appendix  ’’D”, 


TO.  Complaints 


During  the  Year,  a  total  of  96  complaints  were  received  from  tenants  of 
non-Council  Houses  and  I6  from  tenants  of  Council  Houses,  in  connection  with 
alleged  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

These  complaints  v/ere  investigated  and  appropriate  action  was  talcen  to 
remedy  the  conditions  found. 
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SECT  lOlT  VI 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOP 


1«  L'lilk  Supply 

(a)  The  Elilk  (Special  Resignation)  Regulations ^  1960 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above-named  Regulations,  this  Authority  is 
responsible  for  registering  all  Retailers  within  the  Urban  Pistrict  as 
Pistributors  of  iiilk.  The  number  of  Retailers  registered  is  ^6, 

The  Kent  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  issue  of 
Licences  for  the  sale  of  designated  Milks,  and  these  Licences  are  valid  for 
five  years  from  the  date  of  issue* 

(b)  Examination  of  Milk  Supplies 

(i)  66  samples  of  Milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  or  other 
prescribed  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Iifeidstone.  The  bulk 
of  the  supply  is  in  the  hands  of  two  or  three  main  suppliers  and  it  seems 
unnecessary  to  duplicate  samples  from  different  purveyors  obtaining  their 
supplies  from  the  same  source. 

(ii)  The  following  Table  shows  details  of  the  results  obtaineds- 

TABLE  XIII 


Number 

Result 

Resignation 

of 

Samples 

Satisfactory  j 

Un¬ 

satisfactory 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ... 
Sterilised  ...  ...  ... 

54  (58)* 

12  (14) 

53  (50)* 

12  (14) 

1  (8)* 

-  (-) 

Totals 

66  (72) 

65  (64) 

1  (8) 

(iii)  The  sample  of  Pasteurised  Milk  which  was  unsatisfactory, 
failed  the  methylene  blue  reductase  test. 


Pootnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 


2 .  L'leat 

(i)  Two  private  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  for  the  use  of  Butchers 
in  the  Tovm,  and  232  visits  were  paid  to  these  slaughterhouses  during  the 
Year, 

The  number  of  animals  presented  for  slaughter  was  2,799  as  compared 
v/ith  2,264  in  the  previous  Year  and  ^,008  in  1962* 

(ii)  The  small  amount  of  meat  condemned  in  the  slaughterhouses 
(2,285  lbs.)  was  dyed  green  and  disposed  of  under  guarantee  to  a  firm  of 
bi-product  manufacturers. 

The  Department's  transport  collects  foodstuffs  condemned  in  Pood 
Shops  and  this  is  disposed  of  under  suitable  safeguards  at  the  Council's  Tip. 

Details  of  Foodstuffs,  of  all  types,  condemned  during  the  Year  are 
shov/n  in  Appendix  ”0". 

(iii)  Table  XIV  shows  the  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected 
together  with  the  numbers  affected  with  disease. 

The  Table  is  in  accordance  v;ith  Ministi^^  of  Health  Circular  17/55  > 
dated  23rd  November,  1955  5  so  as  to  include  horses  slaughtered  for  human 
consumption  among  the  animals  and  cysticercosis  among  the  diseases. 
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TiiBIE  XIV 


Cattle 
excl ud ing 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

' 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

Humber  Ivilled 
(if  knoTm) 

322 

3 

3 

1454 

1017 

2799 

Humber  Inspected 

522 

5 

3 

1454 

1017 

2799 

All  diseases 

except 

Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

VAiole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci  . . . 

2 

. 

16 

17 

1 

64 

198 

280 

5.9 

33.3 

5.3 

19.4 

(11.8)* 

10.5 

Tuberculosis  Only 

VAiole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  v/ith 
tuberculosis 

3 

3 

mm 

0.2 

(0.04)* 

0.1 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
v/as  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by- 
refrigeration 
Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

mm 

- 

i 

!  ■*" 

i 

— 

— 

1 

Footnotes-  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 
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5*  The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 


Of  the  7  persons  licensed  under  the  Order  at  the  beginning  of  19^4 ?  3 
have  discontinued  pig-keeping  and  the  boiling  of  swill  and  the  licences  have 
been  revoked. 

Routine  visits  to  ensure  compliance  were  carried  out  during  the  Year 
when  it  was  apparent  that  a  reasonable  compliance  v/ith  the  conditions  imposed 
by  the  Order  v/as  being  observed. 


4«  Other  Foodstuffs  Examined 


(i)  The  details  of  foodstuffs  of  all  types  condemned  during  the  Year 
are  shown  in  Appendix  ”C”. 

(ii)  8  complaints  relating  to  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies,  or  other 
contamination,  in  food  were  made  during  the  Year. 

The  foreign  bodies  or  other  contamination  complained  of  v/ere  - 

(a)  Mould  in  lork  Luncheon  Meat. 

(b)  Dirt  inside  pint  Milk  Bottle. 

(c)  Mould  in  Wrapped  Meat  Pie. 

(d)  Dirt  inside  pint  Milk  Bottle. 

(e)  Foreign  matter  adhering  to  inside  of  pint  Milk  Bottle. 

(f)  ifould  in  Sausage  Roll. 

(g)  Mould  in  Wrapped  small  cut  Brov/n  Loaf. 

(h)  I'fould  in  Veal  and  Egg  Pie. 

All  these  complaints,  some  of  which  involved  Vendors  in  other 
Districts,  were  fully  investigated  and  cautions  were  issued  in  all  cases. 

(iii)  Arising  from  the  Aberdeen  typhoid  outbreak,  all  food  premises  in 
the  Town  v;ere  visited  on  at  least  two  occasions  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
suspected  stocks  of  corned  beef  and  canned  tongues.  All  such  corned  beef  and 
canned  tongues  which  were  found  were  withdravm  from  sale  follovmng  advice 
received  from  the  ffinistry  of  Health. 


5.  Shellfish 
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No  case  of  illness  attributable  to  Shellfish  was  notified  during  the 

Year, 

6.  Fish  Frying 

(i)  7  fish  frying  establishments  are  in  operation  in  the  Urban  District, 

(ii)  13  visits  of  inspection  T^ere  made  during  the  Year. 

(iii)  The  standard  of  hygiene  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 


7.  Ice  Cream 


(i)  The  numbers  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage  or 
sale  of  Ice  Cream  ares- 

Sale  and  Storage  of  Ice  Cream  .  89  (92)  * 

Storage  of  Ice  Cream  .  2  (3) 

Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  .  1  (  l) 

(ii)  Six  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  for  examination  by  the 
Provisional  Modified  Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test. 

The  results  of  the  samples  examined  were  as  follows;'- 


1964 

1965 

Grade 

I  .<>•  ...  ••• 

4  (66.6^) 

7 

(77.7/») 

Grade 

II  •«.  •••  •«.  ... 

2  (55.3fo) 

2 

(22.2^) 

Grade 

Ill  •••  ...  ••• 

-  (  -  ) 

- 

(  -  ) 

Grade 

lY  .#•  •••  ..« 

-  (  -  ) 

— 

(  -  ) 

(iii)  The  majority  of  Ice  Cream  sold  in  the  Urban  District  is  produced  by 
National  Itoiufacturers  and  invariably  is  sold  pre-packed.  No  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  in  the  supervision  of  this  Trade  during  the  Year. 
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8 .  Bakehouses 

(i)  2  bakehouses  are  registered  and  in  operation  in  the  Area. 

(ii)  5  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  Year. 

9.  Restaurant  Kitchens 

(i)  The  number  of  restaurant  kitchens  (including  Works  Canteens  and 
School  Kitchens)  in  the  Area  is  -  56* 

(ii)  The  hygienic  standards  attained  on  the  whole  were  satisfactory. 


10.  Public  Houses 

(i)  The  number  of  Public  Houses  in  the  Area  is  -  45* 

(ii)  The  premises  have  been  conducted  in  a  satis  facto ly  manner,  althoijgh 
some  of  them  would  benefit  from  improvement  of  facilities  for  the  customers. 


11.  Food  Preparing  Premises 

(i)  17  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausage  and 
preserved  foods. 

(ii)  The  premises  have  generally  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


12.  General  Hygiene  in  Food  Premises  •  <  > 

The  standard  of  food  handling  in  retail  premises  appears  to  be  showing 
a  slight  improvement.  Nevertheless  occasions  do  arise  when  food  is  not  handled 
in  the  proper  hygienic  way.  Very  often  this  is  due  to  the  constantly  changing 
personnel  in  the  food  shops  and  the  lack  of  proper  training  by  management  of 
new  entrants  to  the  food  trade.  There  is  no  demand  from  the  food  trade  for 
classes  to  be  formed  to  teach  food  hygiene  to  employees  and  reliance  has  to  be 
placed  upon  advice  given  by  the  Inspectors  during  routine  visits.  The  amount 
of  time  which  has  been  devoted  to  this  important  work  has  necessarily  been 
curtailed  owing  to  the  lack  of  staff. 

A  good  relationship  continues  to  exist  between  the  Department  and  the 
Trade,  which  reacts  to  the  good  of  all. 
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15*  Details  of  Inspection 

These  details  are  shown  in  Appendix  ”D”* 


14*  The  Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

These  details  are  shown  in  Appendix 


15*  Samples  taken  by  the  Food  and  Dru^s  Authority 

I  am  indebted  to  I/Ir.  A,  Cyril  Pox,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council,  for  again  kindly  supplying  me  with 
details  of  samples  of  food  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Sittingboume  and  Milton  during  I9649  under  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1950* 


This  information  is  detailed  overleaf. 


Total  Carried  Forward  28  Total 
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Milks 

Summ.ary 

•  9  •  9  0  0 

63 

Drugs 

•  0  •  •  •  • 

9 

Spirit 

s  ...  .  •  ? 

5 

Other 

samples 

57 

Total 

114 

All  the  above  samples  were  satisfactory  v/ith  the 
follcwings- 

Sample  of;  Analysiss 

Mlk  Deficient  in  fat  from 

(5  samples)  2/o  to  Iji. 


Fiilk 

(2  samples) 


Contained  added  water 
from  j7o  to  6fo, 


Friars  Balsam  No  longer  B.Po  but 

nov7  B.  PpC*  Solids 
above  B.P. C.  limit. 
Solids  25^.  Balsamic 
Acid  7.05'A 


exception  of  the 

Action  takens 


Shmples  taken  on 
delivery  at  dairy. 
Producer  advised. 

Samples  taken  from 
pasteurising  plant 
at  dairy.  Firm 
cautioned. 

Old  Stock.  Remainder 
withdrawn  from  sale. 
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SECT ION  VII 


DISINFECTION,  DISINFESTATION  AND  RODENT  CCNTROL 


1.  Disinfection 

(i)  5  rooms  at  5  premises  were  disinfected  on  account  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  Year, 

(ii)  All  Library  books  found  at  premises  where  a  case  of  notifiable  disease 
has  occuired  have  been  disinfested  by  formaldehyde  before  being  returned  to 
circulation. 

(iii)  Steam  disinfection  continues  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Milton  Hospital 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  Medway  and  Gravesend  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Every  co-operation  and  assistance  is  received  from  the  Administrator  of  the 
Hospital  and  his  Staff  when  any  v/ork  of  this  kind  is  required  to  be  carried  out. 

2 .  Disinfestation 

(i)  The  followj.ng  tables  indicate  the  woik  carried  out  during  the  Years - 
(a)  Bed  Bugs 

Infestations 

Premises  Rooms 

Council  Houses  .  5  (  ^)*  10  (  -)* 

Other  Houses  .  „  (  5)  «  (po) 


Totals  3(3)  10  (10) 


Footnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 


(b)  Pleas 
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Infestations 

Premises  Rooms 


Council  Houses 

2 

(  5)* 

7 

(16)* 

Other  Houses  . 

.. 

c  - 

(  -} 

'  •  Other  Premises  ...  ... 

— 

( 

' 

(  5) 

Totals 

2 

(  4) 

7 

'(19) 

(c)  Other  Insect  Pests 

(Ants,  Beetles  and  Plies) 

Council  Houses  ...  ... 

5 

(12) 

11 

(14) 

Other  Houses  . 

8 

(11) 

24 

(18) 

Other  Premises  . 

7 

(  2) 

16 

(  3) 

Totals 

« 

18 

(25) 

51 

(55) 

(ii)  Other  disinfestations  carried  out  during  the  Year  were  as  follov/ss- 

(a)  Three  cells  at  J^ttingboume  Police  Station  were  disinfested  on 
account  of  Vermin* 

(b)  The  outside  walls  of  7  Council  houses  v;ere  disinfested  on  account 

of  Ants. 


(c)  The  outside  walls  of  2  non-Council  houses  were  disinfested  on 
account  of  Ants* 

(iii)  In  addition,  66  Wasps*  and  10  Bees*  Nests  were  treated  and  destroyed, 
and  the  usual  anti- mosquito  measures  were  carried  out  in  ponds  and  other 
sites. 

(iv)  The  main  insecticides  used  during  the  Year  were  5^  B.B.T.  in  Kerosene 
and  Gammexane. 

(v)  The  number  of  visits  made  during  the  Year  by  the  Department  *s 
Operator  in  connection  with  disinfection  and  disinfestation  was  566  as 
compared  v/ith  541  visits  in  1963* 


Footnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 
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3  •  Rodent  Control 


(i)  The  Council  employ  one  pairfc-time  Rodent  Operator. 

(ii)  Table  XV  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  Year. 

(iii)  The  number  of  visits  made  during  the  Year  was  1,51^  (including 
routine  survey  visits)  as  against^  1>500  visits  in  the  previous  Year. 

( iv)  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  usual  maintenance  treatment  of  the 
Council's  sewerage  system  was  carried  out  during  the  Year. 
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TABLE  XV 


Footnotes-  ^  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year* 
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SECTION  VIII 

HOUSING 


1*  Inspections 


The  number  and  character  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  Year  in 
connection  with  housing  is  as  follows s- 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  during  the  Year  for 

housing  defects  ...  . .  226  (547)* 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidation 

Regulations  .  51  (  55) 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to 

be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  100  (  99) 

(d)  Number  of  houses  found  defective 

in  some  essential  particular  . .  108  (193) 

(e)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year 

without  service  of  formal  notice  •••  103  (206) 

(f)  Reinspections  of  houses  ...  .  556  (508) 

(g)  Action  under  the  Statutory  Powers  , 

during  the  Year:- 

(i)  Proceedings  under  Section  9 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  •••  •••  4  (  -) 


(ii)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health 
Act 


#  •  •  •  #  # 


•  •  • 


(iii)  Proceedings  under  Section  l6 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ••• 


•  •  • 


7  (  12) 


49  (  64) 


Footnote;-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 


(iv)  Action  under  Section  42  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957- - 
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No.  of  Areas 
represented  as 
unfit 

3  (  -) 


No.  of  Dwellings 
in  the  iireas 

25  (  -) 


No.  of  Dwellings 
demolished  during 
the  Year 

( -)* 


2.  Provision  of  Houses 


The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (llir.  A.  W,  Lloyd)  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  in  connection  with  the  number  of  houses  built  each  Year 
since  the  end  of  the  Wars- 

TABLE  T^I 


Year 

Council 

Temporary! 

Houses 

Permanent 

Police 
&  Firemen 
Houses 

1 

Private 

Enterprise 

War  destroyed 
houses  re-built 

Total 

1946 

50 

55 

2 

85 

1947 

- 

57 

- 

5 

- 

62 

1948 

44 

- 

5 

2 

49 

1949 

- 

70 

- 

5 

8 

81 

1950 

-* 

72 

- 

7 

8 

87 

1951 

- 

82 

- 

8 

4 

94 

1952 

- 

140 

2 

2 

- 

144 

1955 

mm 

118 

- 

5 

- 

121 

1954 

- 

200 

11 

54 

- 

245 

1955 

- 

94 

6 

15 

- 

115 

1956 

- 

82 

- 

52 

- 

154 

1957 

- 

72 

- 

128 

- 

200 

1958 

- 

57 

1 

98 

- 

156 

1959 

- 

78 

- 

80 

- 

158 

I960 

- 

72 

- 

118 

- 

190 

1961 

' 

45 

- 

128 

mm 

171 

1962 

51 

- 

191 

mm 

242 

1965 

- 

52 

- 

268 

- 

520 

1964 

— 

78 

10 

- 

582 

470 

Totals 

50 

: 

1,495 

i 

50 

> 

1,525 

22 

5,122 

Footnotes-.  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 
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3 •  Repair  and  ]\fei,inte nance  of  Houses 

(a)  The  continued  demand  on  the  building  industry  in  the  town  has  led  to 
delays  in  getting  necessary  repairs  carried  out.  There  is  a  definite  reluctance 
on  the  part  of  some  firms  to  undertake  jobbing  work  in  the  face  of  their  many 
commitments  and  yet  it  is  essential  that  an  adequate  force  of  jobbing  builders 
should  be  available  otherwise  deterioration  of  property  is  accelerated  and  what 
starts  off  as  a  minor  job  quickly  becomes  a  major  one. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  approved  applications 
for  improvement  grants  during  the  Year,  mainly  from  owner-occupiers ,  yet  it  is 
still  surprising  that  in  spite  of  continued  publicity  of  what  is  on  offer  for 
the  improvement  of  houses,  many  are  still  completely  unaware  of  the  scheme. 
Certainly  very  few  ovmers  of  rented  property  have  come  forward  v/ith 
modernisation  schemes. 


As  has  been  stated  in  previous  Years,  the  continued  trend  towards 
owner-occupation  has  been  a  potent  force  in  the  improvement  of  individual 
dwellings  and  hence  the  general  standard  of  housing  throughout  the  District. 

(b)  Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  (Form  '!')  were  received  during  the  Year  in  connection 
with  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 


The  following  information  details  the  position  regarding  applications 
received  since  the  Act  came  into  force  on  6th  July,  1957 >  together  with  the 
action  taken: - 


1.  Total  number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

2.  Total  number  of  notices  (Form  *J’)  issued  by  Local  Authority 

to  Landlord  of  Proposal  to  issue  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair 
5#  Total  number  of  decisions  by  Local  Authority  not  to  issue 
Certificate  of  Disrepair  . . .  . 

4.  Total  number  of  Undertakings  (Form  given  by  Landlord  to 

remedy  defects  proposed  to  be  included  in  Certificate  of 
r  s  ...  .••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5.  Undertakings  (Forms  * K’ )  not  given  by  Landlord  but  defects 

remedied  in  accordance  v/ith  requirements  of  Forms 
issued  by  Local  Authority  . . .  ... 

6.  Total  number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  (Forms  *L*) 

IL  S  S  TJLe^^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

7#  Applications  by  Landlords  to  Local  Authoilty  for 

Cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  ... 

0.  Total  number  of  Notices  (Forms  ’RC2’)  issued  by  Local 
Authority  to  Landlord  of  Cancellation  of  Certificate  of 
Dis  repair 


•  #  • 


•  •  • 


•  #  # 


•  •  • 


t  •  • 


#  • 


•  •  « 


65 

60 

6 

41 

6 

14 

4 


•  •  • 


#  # 
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(c)  Discretionaiy  Improvement  Grants  - 

Housing  (Pinancial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 
(as  amended  by  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing 
Act,  1959  and  Housing  Act,  I961) 

During  the  Year,  29  applications  for  Grants  in  connection  v\rith 
Discretionary  Improvement  Schemes,  v/ere  submitted  to  the  Council.  These 
were  all  approved. 

The  total  cost  of  the  v^rorks  involved  in  these  approved  applications, 
amounted  to  £15,515  and  the  total  of  the  Grants  allowed  was  £7,637. 

There  v/ere  32  Completion  Certificates  issued  during  the  Year  and  10  of 
these  were  in  respect  of  applications  received  during  the  Years  I962  and 

1965. 

The  Improvement  Schemes  were,  as  in  previous  Years,  mainly  concerned 
with  the  provision  of  bathrooms,  internal  water  closets  and  hot  water 
systems  and  consequential  improvements  to  kitchens. 

(d)  Standard  Improvement  Grants  - 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 
(as  amended  by  the  Housing  Act,  I96I) 

During  the  Year,  2^  applications  for  Grants  in  connection  with  Standard 
Improvement  Schemes,  were  submitted  to  the  Council.  All  of  these  were 
approved. 

There  were  20  Completion  Certificates  issued  during  the  Year  and  2  of 
these  were  in  respect  of  applications  received  and  approved  during  1983*  In 
addition,  1  application  received  was  cancelled  at  the  applicant's  request. 

Since  the  Act  came  into  force,  the  Council  has  received  and  approved 
86  applications.  Seventy-four  of  these  v/ere  completed  by  51st  December,  1964* 
In  addition,  5  applications  v;ere  cancelled  at  the  applicants*  request. 

The  total  cost  of  the  v/orks  involved  in  the  74  completed  applications 
amounted  to  £14,830  and  the  total  of  the  Grants  allowed  was  £7,158. 

The  improvements  required  under  the  applications  were  for  the  provision 
of  hot  water  systems,  baths,  wash-hand,  basins,  internal  water  closets  and 
foodstores. 
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(e)  There  continues  to  be  a  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  those 
eligible  for  improvement  grants  in  spite  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  Council 
and  it’s  Officers  to  publicize  the  improvement  grant  schemes. 

(f)  Details  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants,  both  Discretionary 
and  Standard,  are  shovm  in  Tables  XVII  and  XVIII. 

(g)  Progress  of  Five-Year’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme 

1964  was  the  second  Year  of  the  Council’s  second  Five-Year’s 
Clearance  Programme.  During  the  Year  49  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  by 
way  of  Undertakings,  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders.  The  majority  were  again 
in  the  Murston  area.  During  the  Year  under  review,  74  families  were  re¬ 
housed.  In  addition,  23  houses  were  represented  in  3  Clearance  Areas  but 
these  are  awaiting  confirmation  by  the  Minis tiy  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government . 

During  19^3  and'  I964  (the  first  tv/o  years  of  this  current 
programme)  139  houses  have  been  dealt  vath  and  120  families  have  been  re¬ 
housed. 


A  Summaiy  of  Houses  dealt  v/ith  in  Slum  Clearance  Programmes  during 
the.  Period  from  1945  to  I964  inclusive  is  shown  in  Appendix  ”H”* 

'  t 

(h)  Rehousing  -  Removal  Expenses 

In  connection  with  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  11  cases 
upon  being  rehoused  applied  for  their  removal  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the 
Council.  Under  the  authority  of  Council  Minute  No. 507(5)  dated  October,  1959 
the  expenses  in  these  cases  were  met  by  the  Council# 


Totals  264  241  10  1  111,862  55,715 
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TABLE  XVIII 

STANBrjlD  E/imomiENT  GRiOTS 


Year 

Number  of 

Improvement  Schemes 
Submitted 
and 

Approved 

Number  of 
Completion 
-  '  Certificates  . 
Issued 

Number  of 
Approved  Schemes 
Cancelled  at 
Applicants* 
Request 

1959 

4 

2 

i960 

16 

12 

- 

19,61 

10 

10 

- 

1962 

15 

11 

2 

1965 

14 

19 

- 

1964 

27 

20 

1 

Totals 

86 

.  ,74 

5 
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4*  Rehousing 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  B.  King^  Housing  Officer,  for  again  supplying  me 
with  the  following  figures  regarding  rehousing  in  the  Urban  District . 

(i)  During  the  Year,  it  was  found  possible  to  provide  housing 
accommodation  for  160  families,  as  followss- 

/  (a)  -  families  rehoused  in  existing  temporary  houses  (2)’^" 

(b)  26  families  rehoused  in  pre-war  Council  houses  (28) 

(c)  122  families  rehoused  in  post-war  Council  houses  (lOS) 

(d.)  12  families  rehoused  in  privately  owned  houses  by 

arrangement  v/ith  Oi^mers*  consent  (-) 

HOTEg -  /  The  Council’s  policy  is  that  the  temporary  houses  will  not  be 

relet  ?/hen  they  become  vacant. 

(ii)  In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  families  rehoused  by  the  Council, 
it  is  knovm  that  3  applicants  were  rehoused  by  other  Authorities  and  25 
others  found  accommodation  privately.  These  figures  compare  with  4  35 

the  previous  Year. 


5*  Housing  Applications 

The  Housing  Officer  has  also  very  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  regarding  Housing  Applications. 

(a)  The  following  Table  shov/s  the  details  of  the  number  of  applicants  in 
the  various  categories  on  the  Council’s  Housing  List  at  31st  December,  1964«- 

TABLE  XIX 

1.  Humber  of  Applicants  on  ’Live  List’  ...  526  (46O)* 

2.  Humber  of  ’Late  Applications’  ...  ...  92  (125) 

Total  Humber  of  Applicants  6I8  (5^5) 


Footnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 
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(b)  Table  XX  shows  the  various  classes  into  which  the  applicants  on 
the  ’Live  List’  falls- 


TABLE  XX 


No.  io 

1.  Applicants  who  are  tenants  of 

houses  within  the  Urban  District  .  276  52.4 

2.  Applicants  living  in  rooms  as 

sub-tenants  or  lodgers  v/ithin 

the  Urban  District  . .  •••  135  25*6 

5#  Applicants  for  Old  Persons’ 

Dwellings  •••  •••  •••  113  21.8 


Total 


6*  Gypsies  and  Van  Dwellers 

In  the  early  part  of  19 64  the  unauthorised  use  of  land  by  van  dwellers 
assumed  alarming  proportions.  A  total  of  64  vans  v/ere  stationed  on  two  sites. 
One  of  the  sites  being  adjacent  to  a  Council  housing  estate.  Conditions  on 
the  sites  were  appalling  and  there  was  a  serious  public  health  hazard.  The 
van  dwellers  were  eventually  forcibly  evicted  and  the  sites  in  question  fenced. 
As  a  result  of  the  evictions,  20  vans  stationed  themselves  on  a  public  highway. 
Here  again,  conditions  rapidly  deteriorated  and  the  situation  was  only  resolved 
when  the  fruiting  season  started  and  the  van  dwellers  voluntarily  left  the 
tov/n  for  agricultural  work. 

The  Council,  as  a  result  of  the  situation,  sought  an  interview  with  the 
Joint  Parliamentary  Secretary  of  the  ILLnistiy  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 
which  took  place  on  the  11th  June,  1964.  The  Council’s  statement  submitted  to 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  and  the  Memorandum  of  the  interview  is  given  at 
Appendix  ”J”. 
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7.  National  Assistance  Act,  194Q  (Section  30) 

Nati onal  As s is tanc e  ( Ajaendment )  Act,  I9 3 1 

The'  Department  was  called  upon  to  deal  with  t?/o  cases  dirring  the  Year* 


These  cases  v/ere  Males  aged  44  years  and  60  years  respectively. 

No  relative  was  able  or  willing  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  interment  of  these  persons  and  action  Y/as,  therefore,  taken  by  the 
Department  under  the  authority  of  the  above-named  Act  and  Section. 

Death  Grants  v/ere  obtained  in  both  cases* 


8.  Atmospheric  Pollution 


The  low  level  discharge  from  a  local  cement  Y/orks  continues. 

With  the  development  of  houses  comparatively  near  to  the  works  the 
question  of  an  alteration  in  the  height  of  the  chimneys  assumes  greater 
urgency.  It  has  been  observed  on  a  number  of  occasions  that  parts  of  the 
development  are  enveloped  in  the  plume  from  the  existing  Ioy;  chimneys. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  efforts  of  H.M.Alkali  Inspectorate  will  be 
successful  in  the  reasonably  near  future. 

Industiy  continues  to  co-operate  in  the  Departm*ent  *  s  effort  to  reduce 
the  atmospheric  pollution  to  a  minimum.  In  the  absence  of  instruments  to 
measure  atmospheric  pollution  it  is  not  possible  to  say  whether  the  position 
is  worsening,  static  or  improving. 


9 .  Offices,  Shops  and  Railv/ay  Premises  Act,  19 63 

Registration  Forms  (OSR.l)  under  the  above-named  Act  were  received 
by  the  Department  from  the  1st  May,  19^4 >  and  by  the  51st  December,  19^4 
some  268  premises  were  registered  within  the  Urban  District, 

The  total  number  of  persons  employed  in  these  premises  was  1,55Q> 
being  624  Males  and  954  Females. 

126  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  two  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
but  the  majority  of  these  were  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  have  a  complete 
Register  for  the  Urban  District  at  the  end  of  the  Year  under  review. 
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The  programme  of  general  inspection  has  been  planned  so  that  the  whole 
of  the  general  inspections  will  be  completed  within  four' years,  and  the  10 
general  inspections  carried  out  represent  the  start  of  this  programme. 

Details  of  types  of  Premises  registered,  general  inspections,  visits, 
persons  employed,  exemptions,,  prosecutions  etc  are  shovm  in  Appendix  ’  I’ . 

In  addition,  the  Departoent  was  called  upon  to  investigate  an 
accident  in  a  Shop  registered  under  this  Act.  The  accident  proved  to  be 
a  minor  one  and  it  was  found  to  be  unnecessary  for  further  action  to  be 
taken. 


i 
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APPEm)3X 


RlilEFALL 


Recorded  at  Highsted  V/aterv/orks 


Rainfall  (inches) 


Month 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

January  . # . 

2p09 

2.59 

3.34 

2.80 

1.02 

1.30 

February  . . » 

•  •  • 

0.02 

CD 

2.40 

0.47 

0.67 

1.86 

March 

#  •  • 

1.70 

1.72 

0.07 

1 - 1 

(M 

9 

C\J 

3.63 

2.72 

April 

•  e  « 

3.07 

0,58 

1.91 

1.80 

2.90 

3.41 

Iifey  •  .  •  • .  • 

o  •  # 

1.07 

2.30 

0.49 

1.65 

2 .66 

1.55 

J  une  *09  • • • 

•  #  o 

1p15 

1.55 

1.64 

0.24 

5.88 

4*  86 

J  uly  ♦  •  p  p  p  p 

•  69 

2.07 

2,56 

1.08 

1.44 

1.25 

0.65 

August 

•  99 

1.03 

4.05 

0.79 

1.98 

2,80 

1.20 

September  . . » 

9  9  9 

0.25 

2.66 

2.01 

2.33 

2.22 

0.45 

October 

9  9  9 

2.40 

4.99 

3.73 

1.64 

1-73 

2.02 

November 

9  9  9 

4.39 

5.52 

2.40 

2.91 

5.00 

2.05 

December  <> » # 

#99 

5.21 

5.51 

3.72 

2.69 

1,06 

2.32 

Total  Rainfall 

24.45 

33.64 

25.58 

22.16 

28.82 

24.39 
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APHUTDIX  "B” 


TffiPER/lTURE'S 


Month 

1961 

Ifeximum 

1962  1965 

1964 

1961 

Mnimum 

1962  1965 

1964 

January  ... 

51° 

56° 

41^ 

48° 

24° 

20° 

10° 

18° 

February 

59  0 

54 

42° 

58° 

50° 

25° 

18° 

23° 

Ivlarch  ...  ... 

69° 

60° 

60° 

60° 

29° 

20° 

18° 

24° 

April  . 

72° 

72° 

71"^ 

70° 

54° 

31° 

28° 

52° 

May 

75° 

72° 

70° 

78° 

53° 

32° 

57° 

59° 

J  une  ...  ... 

84^ 

79° 

82° 

« 

84^ 

42° 

33° 

47° 

.,0 

41 

July  . 

90"^ 

80° 

82° 

85° 

45° 

42° 

41° 

43° 

August 

sf 

80° 

78° 

82° 

46° 

42° 

41° 

42° 

September 

81° 

78° 

76° 

81° 

44 

36° 

40° 

40° 

October 

69° 

74° 

68° 

70° 

-,^0 

33 

30° 

37° 

50° 

November 

62° 

59° 

61° 

62° 

29° 

24° 

50° 

24° 

December 

57° 

54° 

50° 

52° 

■ 

18° 

16° 

16° 

20° 
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APFMDIK  ”C" 


DETAILS  OF  FOODSTUFFS  OF  ALL  TYPES 

COLDBvUIBD  DUHHTG  I964 


(a)  Condemned  at  SL aught erhousess- 


Carcase  of  a  Heifer  - 


12  Carcases  of  Sheep 
Carcase  of  a  Sheep 

Carcase  of  a  Sheep 
Carcase  of  a  Sheep 


Edible  Offal 


Extensive  and  Severe  Bruising 
v/ith  acute  Septic  Pneumonia 
and  Peritonitis  ...  ... 

Pathological  Emaciation  . . . 
Acute  Septic  Pneumonia  mth 
Emaciation  •••  ..o 

Septicaemia  ...  ...  ... 

Oedema  with  Tumour  and  Severe 
Bruising 


•  60 


4  •  • 


#  o  • 


•  •  • 


6  •  • 


(b)  Condemned  in  Shops s- 

Meat  .0.  ...  ..o  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .0.  ... 

Edible  Offal  ...  ...  ...  •».  <>..  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  (including  canned  Milk,  Meat, 
Fruit,  Vegetables,  Fish,  Jams,  etc.)  . 

(c)  Condemned  in  Y/arehouses- 


Lbs.  Lbs. 


520 

424 

52 

68 

41 

1,180  2,285 


254 


2,056  2,507-1 


Tomato  Puree  (Tinned) 


75,207i 


Total  Lbs. 


79,7991 


TOTAL 


55  Tons  12  Cvfts.  1  Qr.  274-  Lbs 


(77  Tons  7  0\vts.  1  Qr.  I44  Bbs.)* 


Footnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 
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APPEI'IDIX  "D” 


PETAIIE  OF  INSPECTION 


Inspection,  of  Houses 

Humber  of  Houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 
First  Inspections  -  not  visits  ... 

Number  of  Houses  reinspected  . . 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded 
(S.5«  Housing  Act,  1956) 


•  •  • 


•  •  # 


«  #  • 


o  #  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  # 


•  #  • 


•  •  • 


•  t  • 


Premises 


•  #  O 


Accumulations 
Butchers 

Cinemas  and  Amusement  Places 
Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  . . , 

Pood  Preparing  Premises 

Fresh  Fish  Shops  . 

Pried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Shops 
Food  Vehicles 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Mortuary- 
Offices 
Outworkers 
Pet  Shops 
Piggeries 

Premises  to  examine  Foodstuffs 
Provision  Shops 
Public  Conveniences 
Public  Houses  . • 

Restaurant  and  Restaurant  Kitchens 
Schools 

Shops  (under  Sliops  Act) 
Slaughterhouses 
Smoke  Obser^/ations 
Sv;i mining  Baths  , . . 

Systematic  Inspection  of  District 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. etc 

Tips  •••  •••  AO*  •• 

Water  Courses  . 


9  •  P 


•  e  • 


♦  # 


Inspections 


226 

556 

51  655 


10 

54 

2 

4 

11 

5 

15 

16 

5 

5 

5 
1 

14 

6 

14. 

48 

54 

18 

21 

59 

6 

4 

252 

5 
5 
4 

258 

4 

2  821 


Total  0/ f 


1454 


65 


Total  t/f 


Rat  Infestation  (not  recorded  elsewhere) 


•  ♦ 


4  •  • 


Houses  Inspected  (first  inspections) 
Houses  Inspected  (reinspections)  ... 

Enquiries  or  Visits 


Contractors  or  Owners  interviewed 
Contacts  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notifiable  Diseases 
Mscellaneous 
Office  IntervieY/s 
Port  Visits 
Lectures 

Civil  Defence  -  Welfare 
Housing  Tenancies 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
Housing  Circumstances 
Housing  Removals  -  Old  Age  Pensioners 
Rational  Assistance  Act,  1948)  Section  50 
Improvement  Grants 


•  • 


«  •  • 


♦  • 


0  # 


«  •  • 


•  #  ♦ 


•  #  • 


•  ♦ 


Food  and  Drugs  and  Other  Sampling 


#  •  # 


*  #  # 


•  •  • 


Samples  of  Ice  Cream 
Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water 
Samples  of  V/ater  obtained  -  Bacteriological  Examination 
Samples  of  Water  obtained  -  Chemical  ...  ,  ...  ... 

Samples  of  IviLlk  obtained  -  Bacteriological  Examination 
Iviiscellaneous  Bacteriological  Specimens  ...  ... 

Factories 


Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  -  Bakehouses  . . . 

-  Mscellaneo'os 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Pov/er  -  Bakehouses 

-  Ms  c  el  lane o  us 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railv/ay  Premises  Act,  19^5 


#  0 


•  #  • 


0  0  0 


0  0  0 


0  0  0 

0  0  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 


0  0  0 


General  Inspections 
Other  Visits 


0  0  0 


0  0  0 

0  0  0 


0  0 


0  0  0 


0  0  0 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 


Total 


Footnotes-  *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year, 


Inspections 

1454 


2 

2 


265 

26 

8 

356 

780 

12 

5 

24 
160 

4 

25 

11 

2 

168 


6 

10 

63 

8 

69 

2 


5 

25 

4 


10 

Il6 


4 


1822 


158 


32 


126 


3596 

(3503)  * 
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APEBITOIX  "E" 

NUI  SAUCES  AITD  DEFECTS  REMEDIED  OTRING  I964 


Houses 


Totals 


0  0* 


CO# 


#  0  o 


•  #  0 


Accumulations  removed 

Ashbins  provided  . 

Brickwork  and  walls  repaired 
Bedding  cleansed  or  destroyed 
Chimneys  repaired  » . ,  . . • 

Chimney  stacks  removed  ».o' 

Ceilings  repaired  « • ,  . • , 

Damp-proof  courses  inserted  or  dampness  abated 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  . . '  . » .  . . . 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  . 

Floors  ventilated  ...  ...  ... 

Grates  or  Ovens  repaired  or  renewed 

Inside  plastering  repaired  . 

Miscellaneous  repairs  and  nuisances  abated 
Outside  plastering  repaired 
Roofs  renewed  or  repaired  ... 

Rainwater  pipes  or  gutters  renewed  or  repaired 

Staircases  repaired  ...  . .  ... 

Vfalls  or  ceilings  cleansed  and  redecorated 
Washing  coppers  removed 
Water  taps  or  pipes  repaired 

Window  cords  renewed  . 

Window  sashes  or  frames  renewed  or  repaired 
Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired  . 


•  #  # 


•90 


9  Q  0 


0  o 


•  o  • 


0  0  0 


1 

55 

18 

1 

5 

1 

8 

12 

52 

20 

1 

5 

15 
2 
1 

59 

16 

1 

1 

2 

5 

11 

24 

29 


285 


Drainage 


9  9  0 


9  0  0 


Drains  tested,  smoke  ... 

Drains  relaid  ...  ... 

Drains  repaired  ...  ... 

Drains  cleansed  ...  ... 

Inspection  or  Interception  chambers  provided 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Sinks  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired 


0  9  0 


0  9  0 

0  0  9 

0  9  0 


0  0  9 


25 

1 

6 

43 

5 

2 

5 


87 


Total  c/f 


370 


Total  b/f 


Y/ater  Closets 

Flushing  apparatus  provided 
Flushing  apparatus  repaired 
ItLscellaneous  repairs 
Nev7  Ihns  and  traps  fixed 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks 

Abolished  and  House  connected 
klade  watertight  . . . 

Tents  5  Vans  and  Sheds 

Removed  ... 

Food  Shops,  Kitchens,  and  Premises  Used  for  Preparation 
or  iVjanufacture  of  Preserved  Poods 


««.  ,f..  .  ...  ...  ...  .e.  ... 


...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


to  sewer 

0  »  #  9  0  0 


0  •  « 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 

0  O  0 


Cleanliness  improved  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Lighting  or  ventilation  improved  . . . 

Other  repairs  . .  ... 

Storage  arrangements  improved  ...  . . . 

Washing-up  sinks  fixed  . .  ... 

Water  supply  provided  (hot)  ...  ... 


0  9  0 


9 


570 


5 

28 

1 

6  58 


1 

1  2 


86 


5 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 


Total  511 


(452)^ 


Footnotes-  ^  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  Year. 
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APPE]\EDIX 


LIST  SHOWING  NUMBER  AMD  TYPE  OP  FOOD  SHOPS 

. . —  . . .  »*■  *■—  ■fl«  ■'  I  .  ■  .—  I  ■  . .  ■■■  ■■  l<'l  W.l.l  11  ■  .li^.  .1  !■■  ■  ■■■! 

IN  THE  AREA 


Type 


Number 


1.  Meat  Shops  (including  Shops  carrying  out  the 

preparation  and/or  manufacture  of  preserved  foods) 

2,  Restaurants  and  Dining  Room  Kitchens 

( including  Works ^  Canteens  and  School  Kitchens) 


5*  Food  Shops 


•••  •••  ••• 


4t  Factories  handling  Pood  ... 


5*  Fried  Fish  Shops  . 


6.  Ice  Cream  Retailers 


7.  Milk  -  Distributors 


•  •  •  C  4 


•  •••  •##  4  9  4  9  0  9 


9  9  9  9 


9  9  9  9  9  9 


9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9 


-  Dairies 


8.  Public  Houses 


9  9  9  9  9 


9  9  9  9  9 


9  9  9  9 


9  9 


9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  0  9  9  9  9  9  9  0  9  9  9  9 


9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  0  9  9  9  9  9  9  9 


17 

36 

79 

18 

7 

89 

56 

1 

45 
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APPEJMDIX  ”G” 


Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  19 6l 

PilRT  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 
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2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects 
were  foi^.d 

Number  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

...(5). . . 

Refe: 

To 

Inspector 

.  ...  .  C4). . 

rred 

By  K.M. 
Inspector 

.  (5) . 

Ca^es  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

V/ant  of  Cleanliness 

(S.l.) 

1 

Overcrowding  (S«2.) 

. 

_ 

_ 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  (S.5*) 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  (S,4*) 

«m) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  Floors  ( S^6. ) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7*)s 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Totals 

2 

2 

- 

1 
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PART  VIII  OP  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 

(SECTIONS  153  and  I54) 


Section  135 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

work 

 (1)   

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August - 
list 

required 
hy  Section 

153 
(2).  

No .  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

.(5) 

No .  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply- 
lists 

. . 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises 

(.51.  . . 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Irose- 

cutions 

(  i) .  

Wearing 
Apparel  - 
Making  etc. 

7 

' 

All  Others 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

7 

^  ' 

- 

- 
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APPENDK  "H" 


Summary  of  Houses  dealt  T/ith  in  Slum  Clearance  Programmes 

duririis:  the  Period  from  1945  to  1964  ( inclusive 


Year 

or 

Period 

Houses  dealt  v/ith 
in 

Clearance  lireas 

Individual  Houses 
dealt  with  by 
Undertakings , 
Closing  Orders, 
or 

Demolition  Orders 

Total 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Dealt 

with 

Number  of 
Houses 
Demolished 

1945  - 

1952 

5 

15 

20 

20 

1953  - 

1957 

96 

158 

234 

169 

1958  - 

1962 

74 

180 

254 

281 

1965 

- 

67 

.67 

58 

1964 

25 

49 

72 

65 

Totals 

198 

449 

' 

647 

i 

593 

! 
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AFmiDix  r» 

THE  OI^ICES,  SHOPS  km  PAILWiY  mM^ISES  ACT,  1963 

Annual  Report  for  I964  (Porm  OSR0I4) 

(Coverinj^  the  Period  1st  Ivlay  -  31st  Decem'ber) 


Table  A,  (Registrations  and  General  Inspections) 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 

' 

Pi’emises  Registered 
during  the  Year 

Total  Number  of 
Registered  Premises 
at  end  of  Year 

Number  of  Registered 

1  Premises  receiving  a 

1  General  Inspection 
!  during  the  Year 

Offices 

61 

61 

7 

Retail  Slops 

187 

187 

5 

liVholesale  Slops, 
Warehouses 

2 

2 

- 

Catering 

Establ  ishment  s 
open  to  the 

Public,  Canteens 

16 

16 

Fuel  Storage 

Repots 

2 

2 

mm 

Totals 

268 

268 

< 

10 

. 

Table  B>  (Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds 

by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises) 


127 
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Table  C,  (Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Woiicplace) 


Class  of  V/orkplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices  0*.  oeo  »«• 

•  0#  •••  9  a  0 

CD 

Retail  Shops  . . «  . . . 

9  B  % 

1,084 

VJholesale  Departments, 

Warehouses 

9 

Catering  Establisliments 
Public  . . . 

open  to  the 

73 

Canteens  . . . 

0  9  0  9  9  0  9  9  9. 

- 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  , . , 

0  9  9  9  9  9  9  0  9 

14 

Total 

1,558 

Total  Ilales  - 

624 

Total  Females  -  954 

Table  D.  (Exemptions) 

Part  I  -  Space  (Sec»5(2))  =  None 

ia.rt  II  -  Temperature  (Sec.6)  =  None 

Part  III  -  Sanitary  Conveniences  (Sec. 9)  =  None 

Part  IV  -  V/ashing  Facilities  (Sec.lO)  =  None 


Table  E>  ( Pro se cut ions ) 

Prosecutions  instituted  of  which  the 

hearing  v;as  completed  in  the  Year  =  None 

ITumher  of  Complaints  (or  summary 

applications)  made  under  Section  22  =  Hone 

Humber  of  Interim  Orders  granted  =  None 

Table  (inspectors) 

Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under 

Section  52(l)  or  (p)  of  the  Act  =  2 

Number  of  other  Staff  employed  for 
most  of  their  time  on  Y/ork  in 

connection  with  the  Act  =  None 
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APPEKDIX  ”J” 


GYPSIES  AHD  OTHER  TRAVELLERS 


(a)  Statement  submitted  to  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  of  The 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  Behalf  of  The 

Sittingbourne  and  LH.lton  Urban  District  Council 

11th  June,  1964* 


1.  The  Council  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  lay  before  the  LLLnister  the  viev7s 
they  have  formed  on  the  difficult  problem  caused  in  their  District  by  the  period 
invasion  of  gypsies  and  other  travellers. 

2.  First,  they  feel  it  necessary  to  give  some  resumfe  of  the  history  of  the 

problem  because  it  will  then  be  better  appreciated  how  it  has  grown  and  become 

increasingly  intractable. 

5*  In  1952  the  County  Council  conducted  a  survey  into  the  number  of  families 
in  Kent  and  reached  the  conclusion  that  sites  v;ere  wanted  for  about  500  families. 

At  that  time  no  serious  problem  existed  in  the  Urban  Distinct,  and  indeed  in  the 

Co’unty  Survey  no  specific  reference  was  made  to  conditions  in  the  District. 

4.  Prom  1955  onwards,  various  waste  areas  were  used  by  small  encampments,  and 
as  late  as  June,  1955  survey  showed  only  three  vans  in  the  Tov/n,  and  the  problem 
v/as  in  this  small  way  only  seasonal. 

5.  By  November,  1957 j  "the  position  had  radically  changed.  The  Chief  Public 

Health  Inspector  reported  on  the  difficulties  of  control  under  the  then  existing 
legislation.  There  were  then  I6  vans  on  four  sites.  In  this  peilod  a  specially 
difficult  problem  had  arisen  on  unfenced  railway  land  near  the  town  centre.  The 
Council  had  extreme  difficulty  in  persuading  the  Railway  Authority  to  act,  and  in 
IVarch,  195H  there  were  four  family  groups  occupying  12  vans  or  sheds,  and  having 
with  them  9  motor  vehicles  and  a  horse  and  trap.  By  August,  1958  there  were  21 
families.  These  were  all  removed  in  late  August.  There  continued  to  be  a  small 
seasonal  problem,  and  the  caravans  were  moved  from  time  to  time. 

6.  In  November,  1959  ibe  County  Council  invited  local  authorities  to  consider 
the  possibility  of  setting  up  controlled  sites  in  various  parts  of  the  County, 
and  further  surveys  were  carried  out,  though  there  was  still  no  serious  problem 
in  this  District. 

7«  In  the  winter  of  I960/6I  vigorous  action  in  north  west  Kent  led  to  evictions, 
and  families  began  to  move  out  to  other  places.  There  began  to  be  an  increase  in 
our  local  problem,  and  it  became  serious  in  the  hard  winter  of  I962/65,  with 
caravans  stationed  in  several  parts  of  the  district.  One  landowner  (A.P.C.M.) 
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arranged  for  the  families  to  be  evicted  and  fenced  and  ditched  their  land,  and 
by  May,  I963  their  land  was  free.  This  left  an  area  of  land  near  the  town  centre 
as  the  principal  cause  of  concern,  and  it  was  clear  that  more  fencing  was  necessary 
if  it  was  to  be  cleared  and  kept  clear.  It  was  arranged  that  this  would  be  attended 
to  during  the  summer  while  most  of  the  families  moved  out  into  the  surrounding  farms. 
The  landowners  were  not,  however,  ready  to  fence  their  extensive  area  of  land  before 
the  end  of  the  fruit  picking  season,  and  during  the  autumn  and  winter  of  19^3/64 
the  problem  in  this  central  area  became  very  acute  indeed. 

8.  At  this  time,  at  the  request  of  the  County  Council  the  Urban  District  Council 
was  looking  into  the  possibility  of  finding  suitable  land  in  the  District  for  a 
small  controlled  site.  The  Council  were  very  divided  on  the  question,  and  they 
recognised  all  along  that  one  of  the  dangers  in  providing  a  site  would  be  that  it 
might  attract  more  than  it  was  designed  for.  However,  they  made  approaches  as  to 
suitable  land  but  failed  to  secure  any  voluntary  agreement  by  landowners  of 
possible  sites. 

9.  They  had  the  matter  still  under  consideration  in  the  late  summer  and  early 
autumn  of  19^5 >  and  a  great  deal  of  press  publicity  was  given  locally  to  it. 

In  August  there  were  14  vans  in  the  District.  The  lando?mers  had  not  managed  to 
fence  their  land,  and  during  the  autumn  and  winter  the  problem  reached  proportions 
that  can  only  be  described  as  alarming.  Petitions  and  letters  from  residents  were 
being  continually  received,  and  Members  were  receiving  continual  calls  from  people 
who  v/ere  living  nearby,  and  our  late  Member  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Percy  Wells,  also 
received  a  petition.  Little  effective  action  was  possible  until  the  land  could  be 
fenced.  The  was  eventually  arranged  and  in  January  and  February,  1964?  by  concerted 
action  after  notices  had  been  served  nearly  100  families  were  evicted  and  the  land 
fenced . 

10.  Ldany  of  the  families  then  remained  on  the  neighbouring  highways,  while  great 
quantities  of  litter  remained  on  the  land  vacated.  They  have  again  been 
threatened  with  removal,  but  all  that  happens  is  that  they  move  to  any  other 
land  which  takes  their  fancy  and  remain  there  in  defiance  of  private  owners  and 
the  Council  alike. 

11.  The  Police  have  been  appealed  to:  but  their  assistance  in  connection  with 
forcible  eviction  appears  to  be  confined  to  standing  by  and  only  to  step  in  when 
a  breach  of  the  peace  is  threatened.  Men  sent  onto  land  to  remove  caravans  are 
reluctant  to  get  hurt  and  so  on  the  caravanners  threatening  violence  they  withdraw 
on  Police  advice  rather  than  risk  a  breach  of  the  peace.  Possession  is  then  being 
retained  by  a  form  of  threats  against  council  workmen  or  others.  One  family  has 
been  removed  12  times  in  18  months  and  is  now  encamped  with  several  vans  alongside 
a  newly  built  road  near  the  town  centre. 

12.  Members  yesterday  aftemoon  discussed  the  matter  fully  with  the  Superintendent 
of  Police  and  it  appears  that  the  position  has  nov/  been  reached  when  further  Police 
action  or  eviction  by  the  Council  is  likely  only  to  result  in  the  caravanners  moving 
to  sites  which  are  even  less  desirable,  such  as  public  car  parks,  street  car  parks 
and  the  Council’s  open  spaces.  Notices  served  under  Section  124  of  the  Highways 
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Act,  1959  now  due  for  enforcement,  but  the  Council  have  given  instructions 
for  action  to  be  deferred  until  after  the  interview  today. 

15 •  The  Council  are  reluctant  to  believe  that  authorities  are  po?/erless  in  the 
matter.  They  have  called  upon  their  officers  to  take  every  available  step  to 
see  that  the  caravans  were  removed  from  the  District.  Reports  have  been  given  on 
the  Council's  powers  under  the  Caravan  Sites  Act,  and  the  Highways  Act.  Careful 
thought  has  also  been  given  to  the  extent  to  which  the  Public  Health  Act  nuisance 
provisions  and  the  provisions  of  the  Litter  Act  can  help.  From  the  reports  given. 
Members  remain  in  a  state  of  acute  frustration  because  none  of  the  pov/ers  they 
can  exercise  seems  to  go  to  the  root  of  the  problem.  Large  numbers  of  people  are 
openly  defying  what  must  be  regarded  as  private  rights  of  ownership  and  also 
public  rights,  yet  no  one  seems  able  to  do  anything  effective  about  it. 

14.  As  the  Council  see  it,  this  acute  problem  of  unlawful  occupation  has  nothing 
to  do  directly  with  a  so  called  “controlled  site'*.  In  desperation  they  have 
sought  this  interview  to  place  before  the  Minister  the  quite  impossible  position 
they  find  theraselves  in  and  to  ask  for  guidance  on  how  to  solve  it,  if  necessaiy 
by  being  vested  with  more  comprehensive  powers  than  they  have  at  present. 


10th  June, 


1964. 
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GYPSIES  AW  OTHER  TRAVELLERS 


( L)  Memorandum  on  Interview  with  Mr,  Corfield, 

Joint  Parliamentary  Secretary,  iVjinistry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 

on  Thursday,  11th  June,  19 64. 


1#  The  memhers  of  the  Council's  deputation  were:  Cllr.  Buckey  (Chairman  of  the 
Council,  Cllr^  Mrs,  Noble  (Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee)  and  Cllrs.  Mrs.  Boulding, 
Ravensdale  and  V/yllie  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

2.  The  Clerk  read  a  statement  (copy  attached)  previously  agreed  by  the  deputation, 
and  a  discussion  then  took  place. 

3*  I^'Ir.  Corfield  said  at  the  outset  that  the  statement  showed  that  the  Council's 
exercise  of  powers  to  move  caravanners  on  had  been  '’Self-defeating’S  and  that  it  was 
leading  to  increased  resistance.  The  Government’s  policy  was  to  see  that  a  chain  of 
sites  was  provided  in  all  counties  experiencing  the  problem,  so  that  there  would  be 
somewhere  for  the  families  to  go.  Then  the  exertion  of  pov«rers  to  ’’move  on”  could  be 
further  considered  if  necessary.  This  is  what  others  had  been  told  who  had  approached 
the  liLnistry,  but  the  EHnistry  did  not  think  it  constructive  for  local  authorities 
merely  to  pass  on  ’’their  headache”  to  others. 

4«  He  expressed  sympathy  on  account  of  the  embarrassment  caused  to  the  District  by 
’’too  much”  publicity  having  been  given  to  the  local  problem,  which  had  only  resulted 
in  the  problem  being  aggravated . 

The  Government  thought  the  right  approach  was  to  provide  sites  which  would  make 
”a  reasonable  contribution”  to  solving  the  problem  of  the  ’’redeemable”  families. 

The  others  might  need  to  be  dealt  ?/ith  as  a  welfare  problem  as  was  the  case  in  the 
Hampshire  experiment:  by  these  means  the  next  generation  might  be  enabled  to  abandon 
this  way  of  life.  The  Govemment  recognised  it  was  in  present  circumstances  an 
increasing  problem,  that  the  families  were  misfits  in  society,  but  at  the  same  time 
they  were  ’’society’s  scavengers”  finding  a  living  on  waste  material.  Through 
development  of  land,  particularly  in  the  Home  Counties,  the  traditional  sites  for 
2  or  5  families  had  been  closed  to  them. 

6.  In  the  course  of  discussion  the  follov/ing  were  among  matters  raised:- 

(a)  Members  had  observed  that  the  Cuxton  site  T/as  not  full 

(7  vans  only  on  the  10th  June  and  never  more  than  T  ot  S) 
while  itinerants  continued  to  occupy  unauthorised  sites. 

This  was  unsatisfactory  and  pointed  to  the  difficulty  of 
ensuring  the  full  and  exclusive  use  of  ’’controlled  sites” 
if  provided. 


The  Mnister  said  there  was  some  movement  out 
particularly  at  fruit  picking  times  such  as  now, 
but  this  did  not  mean  sites  were  not  used. 

(b)  Could  registration  be  introduced  to  keep  track  of  itinerant 
families? 

The  Minister  said  superficially  this  was  attractive 
but  difficult  in  practice.  One  could  not  be  certain 
of  correct  family  names;  in  this  sort  of  life 
registration  cards  were  easily  lost;  it  would  tend 
to  create  a  separate  category  of  citizens  ’’entitled” 
to  lead  this  sort  of  life,  whereas  the  aim  was  to 
persuade  them  to  give  it  up  in  the  long  run. 

(c)  Would  the  Govemment  order  the  setting  up  of  sites  simultaneously 
to  ensure  that  there  is  a  network  and  individual  local  authorities 
were  not  overwhelmed? 

The  Government  preferred  to  leave  local  government 
to  handle  local  problems,  and  to  urge  and  persuade 
them  to  exercise  powers  they  already  had.  They 
recognised  the  need  for  co-ordinated  approach  and 
would  look  into  the  possibility.  Hampshire  wore 
doing  well.  In  Kent  5  sites  were  either  provided 
or  in  progress,  and  two  others  were  proposed, 

Hertfordshire  7/ere  making  progress,  and  it  was 
hoped  Essex  and  Sussex  would  move  in  the  matter. 

The  Government  would  be  loth  to  accept  that  local 
authorities  ’’hadn’t  the  courage”  to  tackle  the 
problem  and  wanted  the  central  government  to  do  so. 

(d)  If  planning  control  so  often  prevented  the  establishment  of  proper 
residential  caravan  sites,  why  would  gypsy  sites  not  be  refused  on 
planning  grounds? 

The  needs  of  society  must  sometimes  overrule  ideals, 
in  planning  as  el3e7/here.  The  problem  was  present 
and  needed  tackling;  local  authorities  were  not 
prepared  to  provide  houses,  but  they  must  be 
constructive,  and  providing  sites  was  constructive. 

(e)  Was  the  same  pressure  to  provide  sites  being  applied,  e.g.  in  the 
exclusive  areas  of  Ascot,  Sunningdale,  etc  where  gypsies  could 
come  from? 

The  IvtLnister  w^s  shortly  opening  a  site  in  Eton 
Rural  District,  about  which  the  local  authority 
was  enthusiastic. 
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(f)  Could  not  each  local  authority  provide  say  one  house  for  an 
itinerant’s  family  as  Sittinghourne  had  done? 

This  would  be  helpful  arid  it  was  hoped  that  more 
families  would  deser^/e  rehousing.  Though  many 
of  the  present  generation  would  not  respond  j  it 
was  to  be  hoped  the  younger  generation  would  do 
so  • 

(g)  The  present  powers  seemed  inadequate  to  clear  imauthorised 
sites  quickly  enough,  and  there  was  great  concern  in  the  Urban 
District  about  their  continued  presence  on  sites  in  the  town 
centre.  What  extra  powers  could  be  given  to  deal  with  the 
situation? 

Extra  powers  in  present  circumstances  would 
only  mean  families  being  chased  round  faster 
from  one  place  to  another.  Once  headway  had 
been  made  ¥/ith  providing  sites,  then  it  might 
be  possible  to  try  extra  pov;ers  to  prevent 
illegal  occupation. 

(h)  If  sites  were  set  up,  what  effective  powers  were  there  to 
move  on  those  who  insisted  on  using  unauthoilsed  sites?  If 
powers  were  not  effective,  then  providing  sites  would  not 
cure  the  situation  about  which  the  Council  were  at  present 
so  concerned. 

The  Minister  had  nothing  further  to  add  to 
what  he  had  said  at  para  3  and  para  7{g) 
above. 

7«  The  Chairman  of  the  Council  thanked  Mr.  Cor fie Id  for  receiving  the 
deputation,  but  said  that  the  urgent  problem  of  families  on  unauthorised  sites 
in  the  town  centre  remained  and  it  did  not  look  as  if  extra  powers  would  be  given 
to  deal  with  them  urgently.  The  Members  had  a  clear  picture  of  the  Ministry’s 
view  of  the  problem. 


l6th  June,  1964* 
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